aye 


2 January 91 


Dear Robert and Miss Cora, 


Happy New Year a few days late! I enjoyed talking with both of you 


over the holidays and look forward to continued contact with you during 


the coming year. 


Enclosed please find copies of the following items: 


1. 


A copy of the letter I wrote to the Office of Emigration in 
London, requesting information on one possible lead we have 
never pursued in our quest for Capt. William Lawton--the 
Thomas Lawton of Middlesex, who was transported to Carolina 
in February of 1724. I will let you know the outcome of my 
"probe." 

Copies of Six pages from my copy of the Cheshire section of 
Domesday. I thought you would be interested in the references 
to Lawton and "Millom." 

Copies of some of the o1d photos I have managed to identify 
from King's "trove," and/or have been able to obtain from 
various other sources. As I mentioned to you over the phone, 
please let me know if you hear of anyone who would like to 
have copies of any of these photos, as I am most eager to 


make them readily available for this and future generations. 


I spent the better part of my Christmas vacation "piddling" with my 


research, but came up with nothing extraordinary. I no doubt will devote 


my summer vacation to the same pursuit. I just wish that I were financially 


able to devote all my time to ancestry. It is the one thing that never 


ceases to delight and entertain me. Six more years and I can retire from 


teaching, though, so perhaps then I will be able to immerse myself com- 


pletely. 


I was reading back through your magnificent "Grimball Plantation Jour- 
nal" the other night, and want to commend you again for an absolutely superb 
research endeavor. How you compressed so much into so few pages boggles my 
mind! Is there by any chance a photo copy of this "Journal" available? If 
so, how might I obtain one? I would love to have samples of the handwriting 
of our ancestress, Mary Stone, to go with the single sample I have of Capt. 
William Lawton's handwriting. What should I do--write to the Georgia Hist- 
orical Society? If so, is there any person in particular I need to contact? 
Please advise. 

On another subject, what did you ever do with Cousin Florrie's papers? 
For years now I have been meaning to get down to Hilton Head as you said I 
should, and look through this material, but I am all but "manacled" to my 
menagerie, as you know, and it is difficult for me to be gone even over- 
night. Besides, as I told you over the phone last week, my vision is so 
poor now; on dark or unfamiliar roads I am a highway hazard. Maybe this 
spring or summer I can manage a trip by bus to visit you. Is there any 
Greyhound service to Hilton Head from this direction? I will check this 
week. In the meantime, how much Sams information is contained in Cousin 
Florrie's material? My Sams research is more or less complete--at least 
as complete as I think it ever will be--so my primary interest in that 
line now would be miscellaneous personal papers (letters, diaries, etc.) 
of my gg-grandparents, Miles Brewton and Caroline Matilda (Oswald) Sams. 

Are any such items in Cousin Florrie's files? 

Exams will be upon me in about two weeks, so genealogy will have to 
take a "back burner" until March or April--unless something startling and 
irresistible turns up, that is, in which case I will simply "burn candles 
at both ends." I hate this time of the year. There is never any time for 
anything except school! I am already longing for June, and January has 
hardly begun: I can already tell that the next five months are going to 


be lLooooooonnnnnggggg ones! 


Oh--one other thing I've been meaning to tell you for months, and even 
forgot to tell you over the phone last week: Did you know that when you wrote 
to me last summer about a possible get-together when you were in Myrtle Beach 
for a convention, you forgot to tell me which motel you would be in? I kept 
hoping that you would call and come by for a visit, but I never heard from 
you. Do you have any convention plans here for the coming year? If so, do 
please let me know in advance--particularly where you will be staying. 

In the meantime, please stay in touch--and Happy New Year to both of 
you once again. 

Also, please keep me posted on any ideas you might have on possible 
avenues of research for Capt. William Lawton. Mrs. Brownlee and I are now 
"scraping the bottom out of the bucket" for anything we can find. If the 
London "probe" on Thomas Lawton turns up nothing, we will have no idea where 
next to direct our attention. 


Be well, and let me hear from you as time permits. 


Fondly, 
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1 May 91 


Dear Robert and Miss Cora, 

Before responding to the specifics of your most recent letters, I need 
to tell you--in case you don't already know--that John Kilgo, Jim's father, 
died this week at his home in Darlington. Aunt Adelaide called last night 
to tell me the sad news. I spoke with Caroline and Jim last night, both of 
whom said John simply "closed his eyes and never woke up again." He'd been 
in extremely poor condition for months, you know, so his death was not that 
unexpected. The funeral is today but I won't be abie to attend. 

On a more cheerful note, I am pleased that y'all are pleased to have me 
as a new member in First Families. For a while I was concerned that one of 
the "reviewers" might object to my application's having been printed rather 
than typed, but obviously it was both legible and acceptable. I know that 
I will enjoy my membership in the Society. 

Thank you so much for Miss Cora's paper on Hon. John Rutledge, which I 
hope you don't mind my sharing with Mrs. Brownlee. I sent her a copy of it 
last week, but have not yet spoken to her about it. I'm certain she'll be 
as pleased and impressed with it as I am, for it is a splendid biographical 
research effort. I now will have to re-read my Hext section of SCG, to see 
exactly how I am related to Hon. Rutledge. I'm sure his mother's line goes 
back to my ancestor, Hugh Hext, who emigrated to S. C. in about 1686. 

Speaking of interesting and unexpected family connections, I recently 
read something in Cousin Carolyn Harrell's Kith And Kin that I made a mental 
notation to ask you about. On page 50, first paragraph, Carolyn writes of 
my ancestor, John Barnwell, "At about this time [1703] he met and married in 
Charles Town Anne Berners, a 'good English Lady' whose family was described 
as ‘perhaps more noble than the Barnwells.' She traced her ancestry through 
Sir John Bourchier, first Baron Berners, who was a great-grandson of King 


Edward III." 


Do you know anything about this first Baron Berners? I have nothing 
at all on the Berners line--just a few random tidbits on Anne--but I would 
like to spend some time investigating it this summer, just to see whether 
Carolyn's information is correct. If it is correctr-and if I didn't make 
any mistakes in tracing Edward III's pedigree--Anne descended from someone 
else who was far more interesting than Edward III--namely, the cause of 
"1066 And All That," William the Conqueror. I'm not sure how my "English 
genes" "feel" about that prospect--having all those little "bastard chrom- 
osomes" still "recording Domesday" in their DNA! Anyway, do you have any 
information on the first Baron Berners? 

As for my descent from Bridget Barnwell, I thought I had mentioned it 
to you before, or at least included her name on one of the charts I've sent 
to you over the years, but obviously I didn't. Anyway, Mrs. Moore thought 
this was a thrilling research discovery on her part when she was "doing my 
Charleston charts" back in the early 1980's. Back then, of course, I pri- 
marily was interested in CWL and my Sams line--as I still am--so Bridget 
was less "fetching" to me than she is now. 

Reading your "itinerary paragraph" makes my head spin! How many miles 
per year do you put on your car--and how many "months per week" do you have 
on your calendar?! You and Miss Cora should have been jet airplane pilots! 
You practically are as it is. 

Your super-success record in the First Families membership recruitment 
drive speaks eloquently and splendidly in your behalf, Robert, and you have 
every reason to be proud. I share your pride, for I know how difficult and 
time-consuming such goals are to achieve. (Look how many years you devoted 
just to convincing me to join! I simply am not what my students refer to 
as a "groupie," but I certainly am delighted that you "reformed" me.) I've 
read every page and word of my "Yearbook," and eagerly look forward to re- 


ceiving my updated edition in the fall. 


You asked for suggestions on "prospective candidates" for membership 
in First Families, so for what this one is worth, I urge you to consider 
Roberta Miles. I fully realize that my desire to sponsor her will be re- 
garded as tantamount to heresy and/or "racial treason" by some people, but 
these are a tragic lot who need to "get real" about this world and all the 
people in it. Roberta on a number of occasions has indicated to me that 
she would love to join the Society, but as I've told you before, in doing 
her extensive Sams research she's been snubbed and rejected so many times 
over the years, that she's apprehensive about "daring to apply"--only now 
primarily because she is afraid that her doing so might "embarrass" me in 
some way. I've told her a number of times to lay that silly concern aside 
forever, since I am perfectly capable of "embarrassing myself" if need be, 
by which I meant that I would approach you at the appropriate time, and ask 
whether it might be possible for me to sponsor her application without send- 
ing genealogical "seismo-spasms" through the Society. Your request for new 
members made the time seem "appropriate," so--what do you think about this 


suggestion? As you ponder it, please consider the following points: 


1. Except for her color and one "lost link" in legitimavy, Roberta 
otherwise qualifies splendidly--on well over a dozen bloodlines. 

2. The past three generations of her family on both sides have been 
prominent and distinguished professional people--doctors, lawyers, 
teachers, etc. 

3. She is not in the least one of those "radical racist upstarts" who 
wants to force herself upon anyone; on the contrary, she is a very 
sensitive, intelligent person who simply wants to be recognized 
and acknowledged, and thereby to "become one" with her ancestral 
heritage. 

4. Her great-grandparents, Lewis Reeve Sams and Rose Garvin, lived 


together for at least forty years, and reared a family that quite 


obviously was acknowledged and accepted by Lewis' family--one item 
of proof being the enclosed letter to Rose from R. H. Sams, Lewis' 
brother. (The letter, by the way, was written over twenty years 
after Lewis' death--in May of 1892.) 

5. The last several years of Lewis' life were fraught with respiratory 
complications--lung cancer, I believe, in reading his letters from 
the late 1880's and early 1890's. Anyway, when he was sent up to 
Philadelphia for treatment, Rose moved there to be with him. She 
remained at his side for months, and accompanied his body back to 
Gaffney when he died. In short, there was much, much more to this 
relationship--"solemnized" or not--than appears at first glance or 
upon casual mention. 

6. Though such a union would not have been legal at the time, Lewis 
and Rose might have been secretly married. I am attempting to find 
some type evidence of this possibility, and have ordered copies of 
Lewis' will and probate papers from Gaffney. 

7. Whether married, simply cohabitating, Lewis gave each of his children 
by Rose his name. Enclosed is a copy of a photo of one of them--Dr. 


Luetta Theodosia Sams, Roberta's grandmother. 


I will give you a call one day soon--probably toward the end of next 
week. In the meantime, I hope my suggestion about Roberta's possibly apply- 
ing for membership in the Society will not alarm or upset you; if I thought 
it would, I wouldn't have mentioned it. I certainly wouldn't want to cause 
another "Jim Kilgo thing" in the family. As you know, Virginia has treated 
him like a pariah for years because of his book on Hart, Frankie, and Jenny. 
The coup de grace to their relationship occurred in March: Jim was the only 
member of the family not to receive an invitation to Stilesie's reunion at 
Bluffton, and this very "unsubtle snub" really cut him to the quick--much 


more deeply than I thought it would. Even so, Jim remains undeterred in his 





determination to complete his chronicle, the title of which I believe I've 

mentioned to you before: Into A Deeper Wood. Anyway--back to Roberta--I've 
no desire to create another "family flap" over her, so I will wait to hear 

from you in her regard. 

I will tell you all the details later on, but for now keep this in mind: 
Roberta and I will be in Beaufort for a tour sometime in June, and we might 
either call on you or arrange a rendezvous with you somewhere between there 
and Hilton Head. Would you object to such a meeting? Roberta wants to see 
all the Lowcountry "sights and cemeteries," and asked me to be her guide-- 
to which request I of course immediately agreed, fully aware of how "rather 
irregular" such a jaunt might appear to some folks. Naturally, I've told 
no one else in the family about this trip, for obvious reasons. Anyway, let 
me know what your plans are for June (in 500 pages or less), and we will go 
from there. 

I wanted to tell you about something else, but it's time for me to get 


ready for school. I will save "the rest" of this letter for our telephone 


conversation next week. 


Cousinly regards as always, 


Aw. 
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THOMAS D. WARD W. RICHARD GARRETT, asaieTaNT PRINGPAL 
PRINCIPAL LARRY CG. CECILE, asersrantr PRINCIPAL 
JAMES E. NOLAN, aomMNisTRaTive ASSISTANT 


Dear Dr. Dodd: 


As you no doubt have heard by now, my cousin Marion Lawton is very ill, and has 
for some time been unable to conduct any research or engage in any correspondence. 

I therefore sincerely hope that you will not consider it presumptuous of me to con- 
tact you in this manner--"out of the blue," so to speak--to ask you about a research 
matter which, under more fortunate circumstances, I would pass on to you with more 
discretion—-that is, indirectly, through Marion, as I have done for the past several 
years. 

In the sincere hope, therefore, that you will not deem it impertinent of me 
momentarily to assume Marion's role as "director" of the research that you conducted 
for him, I should like to ask you a few questions pertaining to your findings on 
William Lawton of Snape, born in 1703, first child of Thomas and Mary Reeve Lawton, 
said William Lawton having been (according to your investigations) one and the same 
as our American ancestor, Capt. William Lawton, of Edisto Island, S. C. 

Naturally, I fully expect you to bill me, at your regular rate, for whatever 
time, trouble, and expense might be involved in your efforts to assist me. If you 
will be so kind as to let me know what your policy is, with regard to deposits, pay- 
ments, etc., I shall be happy to forward a postal order to you immediately upon 
receipt of your instructions. 

The questions I would like to ask you presented themselves as a result of my 
recent efforts to reorganize my files (some several hundred pages of material) on 
Capt. William Lawton. Among this material was a folder of miscellaneous material 
that I had not looked at in years—-the reports and correspondence of a lady in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, who attempted without success to research Capt. William Lawton for 
me in 1981 and 1982. This researcher of course had access to IGI typescripts of all 
parts of England, and as I re-examined her notations, questions, and Suggestions, my 
eyes suddenly focused on a certain series of information which seemed startlingly 
familiar. 

In her summary of the numerous William Lawtons who lived in and around Cheshire 


in the early 1700's, my Salt Lake City researcher provided the following biodata 


ACCREDITED BY THE SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS 


(typed below exactly as she presented it to me) on one William Lawton in particular: 


1. 


90100—-Not Here: William Lawton, late of Lawton, Admon. 1735 and 1736. 


[Note: This is my researcher's verbatim notation after checking on the Lawton 
Wills from 1721-1740 in England. She did not provide the precise geographical 
area in which the above-mentioned Will was recorded. ] 


We have the probate of John Lawton of Lawton, proved in 1737, but he does not 
name a William. Extract enclosed. There is an administration (no Will) listed 
for William Lawton of Lawton in 1735/6, but it is in the infra Wills—-i.e., 
estates under £100. 


[I am certain that the William Lawtons referred to in numbers 1 and 2 above are 
one and the same, particularly since in one of your letters to Marion you made 
reference to William's having had an uncle named John Lawton, a copy of whose 
Will you sent us, with the notation that "unfortunately, William Lawton is not 
mentioned in his Uncle John's Will." Do you recall this piece of correspond- 
ence? | 


Chester, England—Infra Wills and Probates: Administration Bond 31 March 1736: 
Mary Lawton.of Snape, Parish of Lawton, Co. Chester, widow 

John Lawton of Newcastle, Co. Stafford, carpenter 7 

Charles Lawton of Snape, wheelright 

Mary Lawton, widow, is the mother of William Lawton, late of Snape, aforesaid, 
joyner, bachelor,.deceased; she is granted administration of the effects of 
William Lawton. 

Mary, John, and Charles each signed the document. 

Estate £40 | 


[Whatever they might mean, the code number GS 165294 appears in the left margin 
beside the information in item number 3 immediately above. And again, I am 
certain that the William Lawton referred to in all three items above is one and 
the same--hence my purpose in writing to you.] 


You will notice that all of the details seem to "fit" perfectly: 


1. 
2. 


3. 


The mother of, the William Lawton that you researched was named Mar as was 
e mother of the William Lawton referred re above. — aw? 


You reported that cho as Lawton, the father of William, died in 1724, so this 
e @c Yor 


date would, thea ove r rence to Mary as a "widow" in 1735/6. 


The Mary Lawton referred to above was from Snape, as were the Thomas, Mary, 
and William Lawton, whom you researched. 


The William Lawton referred to above did have an uncle named John Lawton, 
as did the William Lawton you researched. 


In the Will of the John Lawton you researched, there was no mention of a 
nephew named William Lawton, as I am confident there would not be in the case 
of the John Lawton referred to above, since his nephew William Lawton died 

in 1735/6, at least a year before his uncle died. 


The William Lawton referred to above had a brother named Charles Lawton, as 
did the William Lawton you researched. 


Charles Lawton, brother of the William Lawton referred to above, signed the 
probate documents in 1735/6, and therefore must have been at least twenty- 
one years of age at the time, thus born no later than 1714 or 1715, dates 
which are well in agreement with the 1712 year of birth for the Charles 
Lawton whom you researched. 


In brief, can all of the above synchronicities be attributed merely to pure 
coincidence? 


9. More specifically, is it at all possible that Capt. William Lawton has once 
again escaped us--that he was not, after all, one and the same as William 
Lawton of Snape, who at least appears to have been born there in 1703, and 
died there in 1735/6, and neither married nor came to America? 


Please understand, Dr. Dodd, that my last desire or intention on this earth would 
be to seem impudent or impertinent to you, or to dispute without any reason whatsoever 
your research skills, wisdom, and experience. Quite, quite to the contrary, my sole 
purpose in writing to you is one of sincere concern, and a desire to know the truth—— 
at least to the best of my human ability to comprehend it, and yours to present it. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated your research reports and correspondence, 
copies of which Marion has always faithfully forwarded to me over the past several 
years, and, being the amateur genealogist that I am, I would never pose these "quibble 
questions" to a professional researcher such as yourself, except in a spirit of sincere 
concern and wholesome curiosity. I therefore truly hope that you will receive and 
respond to my questions and concerns in this spirit. . 

Again, Dr. Dodd, I apologize for contacting you in this somewhat irregular manner, 
instead of indirectly, through Marion, as I have always done before. As I mentioned 
earlier in this letter, however, Marion is unable to respond to any correspondence, 
and furthermore, as I am not personally acquainted with his children (or even know 
to what degree they are aware of and involved in his research), I felt that I had no 
alternative but to turn to you for assistance. I trust that you will be able to 
understand my predicament, and not be offended by my method of resolving it. 


I shall eagerly anticipate hearing from you soon, and in the meantime I shall be 


wishing you well. 


Most respectfully yours, 


Paul Lawton 
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Dr. J. Philip Dodd 

21 Townfield Lane 

Frodsham 

Cheshire WA6 7QZ . 
England 7 


Dear Dr. Dodd: 


As you no doubt have heard by now, my cousin Marion Lawton is very ill, and can 
not conduct any research or engage in any correspondence. I therefore hope that you 
will not consider it presumptuous of me to contact you directly, to ask you about a 
research matter which, under more fortunate circumstances, I would pass on to you 


indirectly, through Marion, as I have always done in the past.: 


The .questions I would like to ask you pertain to your findings on William Lawton 


of Snape, born in 1703, the first child of Thomas and Mary Reeve Lawton, said William 


(based on your research) being one and the same as our American ancestor, Capt. William 


Lawton, of Edisto Island, S. C. These questions arose as a result of my recent attempt 


Co reorganize my files on Capt. William Lawton. Among my material was a folder of 
miscellaneous information, which included the reports and correspondence of a lady in 
Salt Lake City, Utah, who attempted unsuccessfully to research Capt. William Lawton 
for me in 1981 and 1982. 

In her summaries of the IGI and Probate records of the numerous William Lawtons 
who lived in and around Cheshire in the early 1700's, this researcher provided certain 
information pertaining“to one William Lawton in particular. The bold type on the next 
page of this letter represents verbatim what this researcher sent to me. 


The notations 
in brackets are my own questions and comments to you. 


ACCREDITED BY THE SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS 


1. 


90100—-Not Here: William Lawten, late of Lawton, Admon. 1735 and 1736. 


[This was my researcher's response after searching the 1721-1740 Cheshire Probate 
records for a William Lawton. | 


We have the probate of John Lawton of Lawton, proved in 1737, but he does not name 
a William. Extract enclosed. There is an administration (no Will) listed for 


William Lawton of Lawton in 1735/6, but it is in the infra Wills—i.e., for estates 
under £100. 


[Note: In one of your letters to Marion, you mentioned that your William had an 
uncle named John, but that William was not referred to in this uncle's Will. ] 


Chester, England—IiInfra Wills and Probates: Administration Bond 31 March 1736: 

Mary Lawton of Snape, Parish of Lawton, Co. Chester, widow 

John Lawton of Newcastle, Co. Stafford, carpenter ; 
Charles Lawton of Snape, wheelright 
Mary Lawton, widow, is the mother of William Lawton, late of Snape, aforesaid, 


joyner, bachelor, deceased; she is granted administration of the effects of 
William Lawton. 


Mary, John, and Charles each Signed the document. 
Estate £40 


[Whatever they might mean, the code numbers GS 165294 appear in the left margin 
beside the information in number 3 above. 1 am compelled to believe that the 
William Lawton referred to in numbers 1, 2, and 3, is the same person, and that 


he is furthermore the same person as your William Lawton of Snape--hence my 
purpose in writing to you. ] 


You will notice that all the details seem to "fit" perffectly: . 


1. The mother of your William was named Mary, as was the mother of the William 
referred to above. ° 


- 2. Thomas Lawton, the father of your William, died in 1724, a date which would 


account perfectly for the above 1735/6 reference to Mary Lawton as a "widow." 


3. The Mary Lawton referred to above was from Snape, as were your Mary, Thomas, 
and William Lawton. 


4. The William Lawton referred to above had an uncle named John, as did your 
William Lawton. 


5. In the Will of the John Lawton you researched, there was no mention of a 
nephew named William Lawton, as I am confident there would not be in the 
case of the John Lawton referred to above, since his nephew William died 
first--at least a year before his uncle died. 


6. Your William Lawton had a brother named Charles, as did the William Lawton 
referred to above. 


7. Charles Lawton, brother of the William Lawton referred to above, signed the 
probate documents in 1735/6, at which time he must have been at least twenty- 
one years old, thus born no later. than 1714 or 1715--dates well in agreement 
with the 1712 year of birth that you provided for the Charles Lawton whom you 
included:on your“William Lawton's chart, a copy of which I have before me. 


8. You mentioned in one of your letters to Marion that you had been unable to 
find any record of your William Lawton's having emigrated to America. Is it 
possible, in view of the Probate information above, that such a record never 
existed, for an obvious reason? 


9. In brief, is it possible that Capt. William Lawton has once again escaped us-- 
that he was not, after all, one and the same as William of Snape, who was born 
there in 1703, died there (a bachelor) in 1735/6, and never emigrated to America? 
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Please understand, Dr. Dodd, that my last desire or intention on this earth 
would be to seem impudent or japeretnene to you, or to dispute without any reason 
whatsoever your research skills, wisdom, and experience. Quite the contrary, my 
sole purpose in writing to you is one of sincere concern, and a desire to know the 
truth. If he were well and able, I am certain that Marion also would want to know 


your answers to the questions herein, as I am confident that they would be well 
received if he presented them to you himself. 


a 


In your letter of 21 March 1986 to Marion, you made the following statements 


in response to some previous questions we had, concerning the possibility that Capt. 


William Lawton might be someone other than your William of Snape: 


---as a professional historian, I have to assess the evidence as it 
Stands and cannot produce what is not on record. As a researcher of 
long experience, I personally have no reservations on accepting 
William born 1703 as your Capt. William. There is no other which 
fits the time scale. Should the Staffordshire records prove other- 

z wise, I shall be happy to retract. I have seen too many cases of 
the facts being manipulated to support claims which do not stand up 
to informed analysis, to wish to enter into this field.... 


Accordingly, will you please examine :the information and questions herein, and 


consider the possibilities that they imply. 1 shall be most appreciative if you 


will be kind enough to do so, as I am certain that Marion would be also, if he 
were able. 


Again, Dr. Dodd, I apologize for contacting you directly, instead of through 


Marion. Due to the circumstances of his condition, however, I felt that I had no 


alternative but to turn to you for assistance. 
understand, and 


I sincerely hope that you will 
not be offended--either by my approach, or by anything I have said 
in this letter. 


I shall eagerly look forward to hearing from you at your convenience, and in 
the meantime I wish you well. 


Most respectfully yours, 


Paul S. Lawton 


PAUL S. LAWTON 


4800 SOCASTEE BLVD. 
MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. 29577 
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War Rest near Greenwood, S.C. 


April 14, 1865 
Charles T. Lowndes, Esq, 


Pres’t. Bank of Charleston, S. Ga. 
Greenville. 


Dear Sir- 


» Gnd as far as it is in my power legally; | author- 


5 » ESq. Or such Directors, as may be present, in 
the event of any emergency, or difficulty occuring, to adopt such oa course, and take such Steps, as 
will be necessary, in conducting the affairs of the Bank and the security of its assets. 


» where you may desire my services of the least moment 
, d line or a message from you, will render it not only a duty but gq 


» GS soon after | am apprised of your wish, as it may be practicable for me 
fo reach the place of meeting. 


| think you will find on close examination of the law, and general usage, that a Director of gq Bank, that 


is a Representative chosen by the stockholders to manage its affairs, cannot by his Proxy, delegate 
the Trustee, 


With my -sincere wishes for your success 


» IN Conducting the affairs Of our Bank and for your persona! 
happiness, | om, 


Very Respectfully Truly 
Yours 


Wm. M. Lawton 





' 


























NOVEMBER 1, 1998--"SPECUFACTUAL" TIME LINE ON CAPT. WILLIAM LAWTON 


SPEC: ??/??/1709--Capt. William Lawton is born, place unknown. 

SPEC: ??/2?7?7/173§--Capt. William Lawton marries Mary Clark, his first wife. 

SPEC: ??7/?7?/173H--Josiah Lawton, the first known child of Capt. William Lawton 
and Mary Clark, is born 

SPEC: ??/2727/1734--William Lawton, Jr., the second known child of Capt. William 
Lawton and Mary Clark, is born. 

FACT 3:«??/2?/1739--According to the year of birth on her tombstone, Sarah-Lawton 

ae the third known child of Capt. William Lawton and Mary Clark, 
is born. 

SPEC: ??/??/1744--Jeremiah Lawton, the fourth (and last) known child of Capt. 

; William Lawton and Mary Clark, is born. 

SPEC: ??/??/1744--Mary Clark Lawton, Capt. William Lawton's first wife, dies, 
possibly as a result of complications from the birth of their 
last child, Jeremiah Lawton. do Theron 4 Wademolous T 

SPEC: ??/??/1744--Capt. William Lawton marries his second wife, Mary Winborn. 

PACT: -22?/22/1745--According to his 09/23/1809 obituary, Winborn Lawton, the 

first known child of Capt. William Lawton and Mary Winborn, 

was born. 

SPEC: ??/??/1751--Mary Lawton, the second known child of Capt. William Lawton 
and Mary Winborn, is born. 

SPEC: ??/??/1751--Mary Winborn Lawton, Capt. William Lawton's second wife, dies 
possibly as a result of complications from the birth of their 
last child, Mary Lawton. 

FACT.:01/16/1750--Paul..Grimball, a planter on Edisto Island, SC, dies, leaving 

<< a wife, Mary (née Stone) Grimball, and five children, one of 
them “in utero." 

FACT 208/12/1751--Mary Stone Grimball, the widow of Paul Grimball above, still 

= + goes by the name Mary Grimball, when she signs a deed trans- 
ferring property to one of her children. The child, Thomas 
Grimball, had been born 02/21/1750, five weeks after the deat’ 
of his father, and was only 1% years old when his mother had 
this property transferred to him. This transfer of property 
to an infant seems peculiar to me, but a number of things his 
mother did seem peculiar to me, so anyway...there is no known 
marriage date for Capt. William Lawton and his third and last 
Known wife, Mary Stone Grimball, but it probably was sometime 


soon after OCBYV2A/VI51 « 


NOTE: Whenever Capt. William Lawton and Mary Stone Grimball married, their 
household must-have been a "Chaos of children;" consisting of some 
eleven or so offspring: Josiah, William, Jr., Sarah, and Jeremiah by 
Capt. William Lawton's first wife, Mary Clark; Winborn and Mary by 
his second wife, Mary Winborn; and Paul, Providence, John, Anne, and 


Thomas by Mary's marriage to Paul Grimball. All I can think of to 
Say here is "Damn!"--and move on. 








FACT :..10/18/1753--Joseph Lawton, the only known child of Capt. William Lawton 

Te and his third and last wife, Mary Stone Grimball, is born. 

FACT: 09/21/1757--Thomas Grimball, Paul Grimball's posthumous son by Mary (now 

the wife of Capt. William Lawton), dies, 7} years old. 

FACT: 10/09/1757-=Capt. William Lawton makes out his will. 

PACT: 10/15/1757--Tosiah Lawton, Capt. William Lawton's first child (so far as 

en is known), makes out his will, and refers to "lands left to 
me by my father," thus indicating that Capt. William Lawton 
died between 10/09 and 10/15/1757. 

PACT 2h2/09/1757==The wills of Capt..William. Lawton and Josiah Lawton are pro- 


bated, proving that they both died between 10/09 and 12/09/1787 

















EARCT : 1a/7 2/1158 -- Wi tlram Lawton, Je. dies, intestate. 
eee 
Geet made 20 May 6162 ~ Serewriak Lauds dese wrrronhnled 


Compiled by A.C.T. 
1975 








William feney Tawton(3) 
1775- 1827 m.1797 - 


ner(h) 
‘(Benjamin Thomson ~~~” 
1786-1837 m.1809_ 
Catherine Williams 





Joseph Maner Lawton(4) 
1800-1862 m.2nd 1831 
Elizabeth Allen Thomson 


b. 6-6-1841 Cypress Vale Plantation — 
: Hampton Co.,9 aC ° 
d, 2-17-1899 Lawtonville,S.Cc. 









Francis Asbury Lawton(5) 


bur,. Lawtonville Cem. a ee 7 | , | | 








Rev.solomon Bryan 
aa m. c1817 | 

Susan Peyton : 

eS 

798-1873 m.lst 1823 

hoebe Sarah Lawton(4) 


m. 11-20-1865 Albany,Ga. — 
Solomon Crawford cit hone 

Annie Williamson Bryan 1819-1849 ° MelSAA 

Sarah Janie ‘Willingham 





b. 6-24-1847 Lawtonville, 
Hampton -Co.,S.C. fs 
d. 7-10-1928 Savannah,Ga, ioe Cee oa 





pur, Lawtonville,Cem. | : ae oe ie 
Tseue? | : : x ’ - : - is - ; 
1. Joseph Maner Lawton ol. 11-17-1904 Marie Abney Boykin ae 
= pe 10-27-1866 (nearfEstilk, S.C. “Edgefield, S.C. be 2-13-1881: Mt.Carmel,S.C. Cem. 
d. iain S. oe lawtonville Cem. ; d, 12-16-1950 Charlotte, N.C.;bur. Lawtonville 
2, Saraki Willingham tewten mM.: 2-29-1892 benjamin Willingham Malone 
b, 4-23-1869 Erwinton,S.Cc. | » 9-16-1867 Gravel Hill, Allendale, S.C. 
dad. 1-3-1923 Decatur, Ala. : & 12-25-1909 .Texas” 
bur. Decatur Cem. a ar bur. Decatur Cem. 


3, Elizabeth Thomson Lawton m. 11-29-1901 ‘William George Davis Tonge ,uJr. 


b.8-2-1871 Erwinton,S.C. Barton,S.C. b. 7-6-1872 Bainbridge, Ga. 
d. 1-2-1963 The Point ,Bluffton,S.C. d. 1-3-1914 Baltimore ,Md. 
bur. Lawtonville Cem. bur. Oak City Cem. ,Bainbridge, Ga. 


4. Annie Bryan Lawton be 3-19-187h d. 7-25-1884; bur. Lawtonville Cem. 
5, Crawford Bryan Lawton b. 4-13-1876; d. 1-16-1894; bur. lLawtonville Cem. 


6, Cornelia Bryan Lawton m, 4-25-1903 Arthur Watson Smith (9) 
b. 9-8-1878 Scotia,&.Cc. Barton,S.C. b. 7-20-1879 Brighton,S.C. : 
d. 2-18-1950 Spartanburg,sS.C. d. 6-11-1951 Spartanburg,S.C. 
bur. Lawtonville Cem. bur, Lawtonville Cem. 


ye SLCSBEIN saree? tbe ant auilve ade Pc rcittivcnsetesdatind. a. Ba Gad ott ts 


7, Frances Asbury Lawton.Jr. m. 10-12-1910 Chicora Tressa Stokes (9) 
b. 9-22-1880 Hampton Co., Rowesville,S.C. b. 2-5-1886 St.George,S.C, 
d, 1-18-1953 Estill,S.c. d. 9=14-1959 Estill,S.c. - 
bur. Lawtonville Cem. bur. Lawtonville Cem. 


8, Jane Kirkland Lawton m. 11-8-1904 Olin Talley McIntosh 





b. 12-11-1882 Hampton Co, b. 2-18-1881 McIntosh Co.,Ga. 
ad. 11-7-1974 Sav.,Ga. d. 5-13-1966 Savannah,Ga. 
bur. Bon Aventure Cem. bur. Bon Aventure Cem.,Sav. 

9. Thomas Oregon Lawton m. 6-5-1914 Alexania Salley Easterling 


b. 1-17-1885 Barton,S.C. Bamberg,S.C. b. 10-31-1889 Orangeburg,S.C. 
d. 3-2-1972 Barton,sS.C. 
bur. Lawtonville Cem. 


10. Mary Farley Lawton  »b. 1-16-1887 died infancy bur. Lawtonville Cem, 
ll. Robert Willingham Lawton b. 8-12-1888 died infancy " tt tt 








Laura Eugenia naylor 


willie" 1846-1925 


he 


b. 6 duly.3872 Bainbridge,Ga. 
d. 3 Jan. 1914 Baltimore ,Md. 


bur. Oak City Cemetery 
Bainbridge Georgia 


Francis Asbury Lawton 


m. 29 Nov. 1901 Barton,S.C. 1841-1899 7 1865 


Elizabeth Thomson Lawton 
1847-1928 
b. 2 August 1871 Erwinton, S.C.” 


d, 2 Jan. 1963 The Point ; 
‘Bluffton, S.C. 


bur. bantceya tre eeieeennt S.C. 
Tssue: 


m,lst 24 Dec.1928 
Spg.,5.C. 


1. Maner Lawton Tonge 
b. 28 July 1903 Barton,S.c. 
‘d. 12 April 1969 Spe.,3.C. 
bur. Oakwood Cem. ,Spg. : | 
| m.2nd 10 Nov.1945 
| Miami ,Fla. 


m. 8 June 1942 
(as 2nd wife) 


2. Laura Eugenia Tonge 
b. 20 March 1905 Estill,S.c. 
hy aa $ 14 Hy, 


William George Davis Tonge,Jr. | 


Annie Williamson Bryan | 





Samuet-Davi 
1811-1867 ot 1835 


Wm.Geo. Davis Tonge EF m 
amass Harriet Ann Baxley 
soiatiaicaal - ve7o (1820-1857 


“John Taylor | 
aimee m. 1828 


Ann Miller 


a eaeee ener erecta nate ereennewenee 





Joseph Maner Lawton 


1800-1862 m,28d:1832 
Elizabeth Allen Thomson 
1810-189 

Solomon Crawford Bryan” 

1819-1848 m.16Lb 

Sarah Jane Willingham 













Mary Belle Cliatt 

b.6 Feb.1903 Thomson,Ga. 
d. 12 Oct.1942 Spg.,S.C. 
bur. Oakwood Cem.,Spg. 


Mrs. Alice Collar Easley 
1906- 


Clarence Anthony Pinckney 
b. 27 Sept.1894 Beaufort Co.,S.C. 
a. 18 April 1970 Sav.,S.C. 


bur, Catholic Cem.,The Point,S.C. 


Elizabeth T.Lawton: Educated, Limestone College ,Gaffney,S.C. 1883-1885 


Wesleyan College, Macon,Ga. 


1886-1888 


Je 


Chfter Kove 


Member, Daniel Morgan Chapt. DAR Nat. # 134374 
Ancestor: Capt .William Maner 
Supplemental, Capt, George Mosse 
United Daughters of the Confederacy -—John Davis Chapt.,S.C. 
on Francis Asbury Lawton, Company H, 3rd Reg. CSA 


Spee fe ob hy SA 293 82 





LAW OFFICES 


LAWTON & MYRICK 


(FORMERLY MCNAIR, LAWTON & MYRICK) 


- MEMORIAL AVENUE 


soo - ; ~ ALLENDALE, SOUTH CAROLINA 29810 a . 
' THOMAS O, LAWTON, JR. . 5 et ; TELEPHONE 


WILLIAM E. MYRICK, JR. | | | 584-2385 
WARREN L. DEWAR, JR. _ | tz December 21, 1968 ¢ . : : AREA oe 803 


William E. McLeod, Esquire 
325 Country Club Drive .. 
Charleston, South Cerolina 29400 


Dear Billys 









nt in Columbia I had 
e Archives, One of 
ch aren't open to 
d index for the 
‘on one of 


| Yesterday while waiting for an appoin 
a most unusual and rewarding experience in 
the attendants took me back in the s 
the public ~ in order for me to chee 


















Mother's lines, and I glanced at 
geveral hundred boxes of Charles 
1865 period. when I, ainguired 
that she didn't think they were 
contents of one box. just to see. 

take my pick, and Ir pointed to the’l@04 box. Imagine my shock 
when the first file in the_be sase entitled “Winborn Lawton 
and William Seabrook vs, soueph awtor and Peter Robert". 


net ee Recorde from the 1800- 
Oices for them, she stated 

@; so I asked to see the 

She told me to 


‘Prom this Case inv 
Captain William Lawton 
his #0n Josiah, I le 
who has been previously ur 

L,-o 


Aieposition Of slaves left by 

fow Mary for her life and then to 
ih/William Lawton's daughter Mary, 
sonted for, was in March 1804, the 













Thue, Captain 


ied three MARY'S; Mary Clarke, Mary 
Winborn and Mar 


oe widow of Paul Grimball. 


In this f ‘ghated Bquity Bille - 1804 ~ wo. 30) there 
ie an original doeument entered into evidence where Captain wil- 
liam Lawton witnessed a Deed of Gift in 1751, when his wife-to- 
be Mary Grimball gave one of the slaves to her son Thomas Grimball. 
I wae happy to see his original signature, but only wish that £& 
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CAPTAIN WILLIAM LAWTON: A CHRONOLOGICAL COMMENTARY 
BY PAUL S. LAWTON, JR.--JULY 1989 


BIRTH DATE: 


1700-1716 


Despite the extensive amount of detailed research that has been conducted 

on Capt. William Lawton since as early as 1911, no one thus far has been 
able to discover or otherwise determine his precise date of birth. On one 
of her undated Lawton ''Family Group Sheets," which she completed sometime 

in the early 1900's, Miss Mabel Louise Webber, former editor (1909-1941 ) 

of the South Carolina Historical Magazine, recorded "1714 or earlier" as 
what one presumes to be her best estimate (at that time) of approximately 
when Capt. William Lawton was born. Miss Webber cited no source to support 
this date, and provided no clues to indicate how she arrived at it, so now, 
some seventy-five or more years later, there is virtually no way to determine 
exactly what records and/or other data she might have used to reach her con- 
clusion. Owing to her vast knowledge of early South Carolina history and 
her impeccable reputation as a genealogist, it is never the less entirely 
safe to assume that Miss Webber's "1714 or earlier" year of birth for Capt. 
William Lawton was based upon very sound reasoning, and is therefore fairly 
accurate, particularly in view of the fact that, during Miss Webber's time, 
much less was known about Capt. William Lawton than is known today. 


On a more positive and factual note, there is little room for doubt that 
Capt. William Lawton was born no later than 1716, for on 03/19/1737 he 
served as one of the witnesses to the will of a certain John Sealy. (See 
further details, p.S herein.) At the time that he witnessed this will, 
Capt. William Lawton almost certainly would have been at least twenty-one 
years of age, thus born no later than 03/19/1716. 


Then, sometime in 1984, Mr. Thomas 0. Lawton, Jr., of Allendale, S. C., 
brought to this writer's attention the existence of a sheet of paper on 
which someone (apparently Mr. Lawton's wife) had at some unknown time 
jotted down certain specific information about Capt. William Lawton, his 
father, and his grandfather. The source of this information is also un- 
known, and since Mrs. Lawton has never had any interest whatsoever in 
genealogy, it is a mystery as to why she would have recorded the biodata 
of three generations of her husband's ancestors. Whatever the source-- 
and whatever her purpose in writing it down--the information that Mrs. 
Lawton recorded (presumably in her own handwriting) is as follows: 


” 
f 
t 


| William Lawton: born at Lawton Hall 1658; baptized 
14 Oct. 1662; moved to Wales and left a son: 


William Henry Lawton: born in Wales c. 1685, left a son: 


William Lawton: born in Wales 1710; emigrated to S. C. 
c. 1730, where he was thrice married and died Oct. 1757. 


All of the foregoing years of birth are perfectly in agreement with what 

one would expect (by way of inference) for Capt. William Lawton and the 

two generations antecedent to him. All the other details "fit" as well: 

(1) Concerning Capt. William Lawton's place of birth, there has for many 
years been a "Welsh tradition" in the family, although the basis for this 
tradition has never been proved; (2) 1730 is approximately when Capt. Wil- 
liam Lawton is believed to have arrived in South Carolina; (3) Capt. William 
Lawton did indeed marry three times (so far as is known), all three times 

in South Carolina; (4) he did indeed die in South Carolina in October of1757; 


and (5) the name William Henry Lawton did in fact occur at least several 
times in the early generations of the family, most notably as the name 
that Joseph Lawton gave to his first son, who was born 02/23/1775 and died 
11/14/1827. If possible (and when time permits), all of the foregoing 
information should be further researched, since it dovetails so precisely 
with all the known facts—-and all the inferences as well--about Capt. Wil- 
liam Lawton. 


In the meantime, purely for the record (and for what it might otherwise be 
worth), it is this writer's strictly personal opinion that Capt. William 
Lawton was born somewhat earlier than any of the dates previously cited 
herein--most probably between 1700 and 1710, and perhaps even as early as 
1695. No tangible proof whatsoever exists to support this opinion, and 
only time and additional research will tell how accurate it is. [It was 
just recently discovered and quite interesting to note, however, that 
William Jenkins, one of Capt. William Lawton's brothers-in-law, was born 
before 1704, according to a Jenkins genealogy that was published in South 
Carolina Genealogies (Vol. III, pp. 3 and 5). Until someone discovers 
proof to the contrary, it is not at all unreasonable to assume that Capt. 
William Lawton might also have been born at about the same time as William 
Jenkins. Both men are known to have married their Clark wives at about the 
same time--between late 1728 and sometime in 1734 or 1735. 


09/14/1728 _. Jeremiah Clark, Planter, of Edisto Island, Colleton Co., S. C., made out his 
“will, which was probated 12/05/1728, and recorded 12/07/1728 (Moore's Wills, 

1670-1740, p. 131). Jeremiah Clark was the father of (among other children) 
Mary Clark, Capt. William Lawton's first wife (so far as is known). In his 
will Jeremiah Clark referred to his daughter Mary as still single, so she 
and Capt. William Lawton clearly were married sometime after 09/14/1728. 
It is possible (but not very likely) that Capt. William and Mary Clark Law- 
ton were married sometime during the brief period between 09/14/1728 and 
12/07/1728, and if so, there almost certainly would be some evidence of 
this fact among Jeremiah Clark's loose probate papers. Has this file ever 
been examined? If not, someone should investigate it at once. 


There is no known Clark-Lawton relationship prior to Capt. William Lawton's 
marriage to Mary. How/when/where did the two families become associated? 
Could both families have originated and had ties in Barbados before coming 
to Carolina? There is a Jeremiah Clark who came to Carolina from Barbados 
in 1678, aboard the ship Joseph (Baldwin's First Settlers, p. 14), but it is 
not known whether he was Mary Clark's father. A more remote (but still pos- 
sible) Clark-Lawton connection might be found by examining the "Clark Genea- 
logy'' referred to in the first publication of Fusco's Lawton Issue (Vol. 1, 
#1, p- 10). In this booklet there is a record of aSarah Lawton (born 1679, 
died before 11/15/1733), daughter of Daniel Lawton (born about 1645, died 
06/28/1719) and Rebecca Mott (born in September of 1648, died before 1719). 
This Sarah Lawton married a Lawrence Clark. Both families had for several 
generations been inhabitants of Portsmouth, Rhode Island. ee 
Sarah Lawton Clark had a brother Thomas Lawton (born 03/01/1666 
- hac on William (no date of birth or death given). | 
this William Lawton sold to a certain Jacob Mott a tract of land which he 
(William) had inherited from his great-grandmother, Mary Mott.! William then 
eetonro ante" from the Portsmouth, R. I. family scene; he at least does 
not appear again in the Lawton Genealogy. Although no dates are available 
for him, one can safely infer that William Lawton must have been at least 
twenty-one years of age when he sold his land in 1712, and thus was born no 
later than about 1691.” While 1691 is a bit too early (or is it?) to be con- 
sidered as a realistic year of birth for Capt. William Lawton, William Lawton 
of Portsmouth should never the less be researched further, when time permits. 








Back to Jeremiah Clark, an abstract of his 09/14/1728 will is as follows: 


Wife--Sarah (Said to have been a Calder, Sarah married first a Baynard. 
Nothing further is known about her parents or first husband. 
According to Mrs. Caroline Moore, Sarah Calder Clark was born 
before 1693 and died c. 1756. Also according to Mrs. Moore, 
Jeremiah Clark was born before 1685. )3 
Sons——James (Born before 1724 according to Mrs. Moore, James married a 
Calder, possibly a relative of his mother's. James Clark's 
will was dated 04/16/1750, and was probated 06/29/1750.) 
Jeremiah (Born before 1727 according to Mrs. Moore, Jeremiah mar- 
ried an Ann Wilkins in 1747. Jeremiah Clark's will was 
dated 11/18/1749, and was probated 03/02/1750. ) 

Daughters-—Phebe (Born before 1720 according to Mrs. Moore, Phebe married 

William Jenkins and died in 1736. William Jenkins mar- 
ried second Mary Townsend, daughter of Daniel and Abigail 
Townsend, and third Sarah Sealy, widow of William Sealy 
who died in 1748. Was this William Sealy possibly some 
relation to the John Sealy whose 03/19/1737 will Capt. 
William Lawton witnessed?) 

Mary (Born before 1722 according to Mrs. Moore, Mary was Capt. 

William Lawton's first wife.) 

Martha (Born in 1728 according to Mrs. Moore, she married Wil- 
iam Sams. Martha apparently married ahaa i the second 
time to a man by the last name of Eaton. om 

[Jeremiah Clark also had a daughter named Ann, whom he did not 

mention in his will. Ann married Andrew Townsend. Ann and 

Andrew Townsend are treated subsequently herein. | 

Sons—-in-law--William Sames [Sams] (This was apparently Martha Clark's 

first husband.) 
William Binyard (Could this possibly be a misspelling of 

Baynard? Whichever the case, this man's 
relationship as Jeremiah Clark's brother- 
in-law is not clear. Was he perhaps a bro- 
ther of Sarah Calder-Baynard-Clark's first 
husband? ) 

Daughter-in-law--Sarah Fry (This person's relationship to Jeremiah Clark 
is unknown, and there is no further record of 
her.) 

Granddaughter--Elizabeth Sames [Sams] (This is apparently a daughter of 

William and Martha Clark Sams.) 

Executors-—-wife Sarah 

son James 

Mr. Ralph Bayly (This person's relationship to Jeremiah Clark 

is unknown, and there is no further record of 
him. ) 

Mr. William Bower (Relationship unknown, no further record.) 

Witnesses—-Francis Sullivan (Relationship unknown, no further record.) 

Matthew Crech (Could this possibly be the "Mathew Creece" who 

witnessed the 04/01/1744 will of William Tilly, 
from whose estate Capt. William Lawton in May 
e year purchased 200 acres of land? 
The witness to each will signed with his mark.) 
Thomas Hann (Relationship unknown, no further record.) 





On her Jeremiah Clark ''Family Group Sheet" dated December 1911, Mrs. Mabel 
L. Webber noted (as did Mrs. Caroline Moore) that there was a Clark daughter 
named Ann, who married an Andrew Townsend, and had issue--at least one dau- 
ghter, also named Ann. In Moore's Wills (1760-1784, p. 320), there appears 
an Andrew Townsend of Edisto Island, whose 09/25/1775 will (probated 07/20/ 
1781) is abstracted as follows: 





Wife--Ann (This is almost certainly Ann Clark, the daughter whom Jere- 
miah for some reason did not mention in his 09/14/1728 will.) 
Daughter—-Ann Jeffords 
Executrix—-—wife Ann 
Witnesses——Abraham Brish 
Daniel Fickling (He and the third witness, Rebecca Fickling, 
were possibly related to Samuel Fickling, who 
married Mary Stone-Grimball-—Lawton, the third 
wife of Capt. William Lawton, after his death 
in October of 1757.) 
Rebecca Fickling (She signed with her '"mark."') 
Also mentioned--Mr. John Jeffords, Jr. (Andrew Townsend's son-in-law ?) 


There also appears in Moore's Wills (1783-1800, p. 269) an Ann Townsend of 
Edisto Island, whose 12/27/1791 will (probated 07/13/1792) is abstracted as 
follows: 


NOTE: 





Husband--not named (Andrew, above, died sometime prior to 07/20/1781.) 
Daughter-—-Ann Littlejohn 
Grandson--John Hendirck [Hendrick, perhaps?] Jeffords (Referred to as a 
minor, this child was possibly related to the 
John Jeffords mentioned in Andrew Townsend's 
will. Apparently Andrew and Ann Clark Townsend 
had another daughter, or perhaps Ann married 
twice--first to a Jeffords, and then to a Little- 
johnésce. obvrously the latter.) 
Granddaughters--Elizabeth Bailey Seabrook (This person was possibly some 
relation to the Ralph "'Bayly'' who served as one of the 
executors to Jeremiah Clark's will.) 
Mary Seabrook Clark married 
Niece--Wilkins Frampton (This was obviously a,gchild of Ann Clark Town- 
send's brother Jeremiah Clark, Jr., who married an Ann Wilkins.) 
Great-granddaughter--Ann Wilkins Jenkins (Referred to as a minor, this 
child's parents are unknown.) 
Executor--—John Seabrook (He is referred to in this will as "grandson- 
in-law. ) 
Witnesses-—-Charles Elliott 
James Clark 
William Seabrook 








The John Seabrook who served as the sole executor to this will was the 
husband of Sarah Lawton Seabrook, Capt. William Lawton's only daughter 
by his first wife, Mary Clark. The William Seabrook who witnessed this 
will was the son of John and Sarah Lawton Seabrook. This is a rather 
puzzling situation, since William Seabrook was born in 1773, and thus 
was only about eighteen years old when he witnessed Ann Clark Townsend's 
will. Was it legal during this time for people under twenty-one years 
of age to witness a will? If so, what does this "new development" have on 
the theory that Capt. William Lawton must have been at least twenty-one 
years of age when he witnessed the 03/19/1737 will of John Sealy? There 
is of course the possibility that William Seabrook was born before L773. 
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and that he was therefore of age when he witnessed Mary Clark Townsend's 
will, but until these questions can be resolved, there is definitely a 
problem with the steadfast assertion that Capt. William Lawton must have 
been born no later than 1716, simply because he witnessed a will in 1737. 
Of these facts, however, there is no question: (1) William Seabrook's 
brother, John Seabrook, Jr., married Elizabeth Bailey Clark, a daughter 
of James Lardant Clark. John and Elizabeth Bailey Clark Seabrook were 
obviously the parents of the Elizabeth Bailey Seabrook referred to as a 
granddaughter in Ann Clark Townsend's will. (2) In his 01/08/1795 will 
(probated 01/23/1795), John Seabrook, Jr. mentioned a "daughter-in-law" 
[actually a step-daughter?], Ann Wilkins Jenkins, who was referred to 

in Ann Clark Townsend's will as a "great-granddaughter.'' (3) The names 
Charles Elliott and Ralph Bailey are also mentioned in John Seabrook, 
Jr.'s will, the former a witness to Ann Clark Townsend's will, the latter 
an executor to Jeremiah Clark's will. In summary, Capt. William Lawton 
clearly had an affinity for complicated people. 





Back to the previously-mentioned "Family Group Sheet" of Jeremiah Clark, Mrs. 
Webber indicates that Jeremiah also had a daughter named Sarah, who married a 
man by the last name of Fry. It is therefore possible that the Sarah Fry re- 
ferred to as "daughter-in-law" in Jeremiah Clark's will was related to him in 
some other way--but how? 


Capt. William and Mary Clark Lawton must have been married sometime between 
09/14/1728 (the date of Jeremiah Clark's will) and 1735, since their first 
known child, Josiah Lawton clearly was born no later than 1735. (See the 
explanation immediately below.) 

Josiah Lawton, the first known child of Capt. William and Mary Clark Lawton, 
could have been born no earlier than mid-1729, since his mother was still 
single on 09/14/1728, according to Jeremiah Clark's will; likewise, Josiah 
could have been born no later than October 15, 1735, since he had to have 
been at least twenty-one years of age on October 15, 1757, when he wrote his 
will. His year of birth could be pushed up to 1736, were it not for the fact 
that his brother, William Lawton, Jr., also appears to have been at least 
twenty-one years of age in 1757--or at least one infers this to have been the 
case, in reading Capt. William Lawton's will. In his will Capt. William 
Lawton appoints Josiah and William, Jr. to look after the interests of his 
younger children, so one assumes that Josiah and William, Jr. were of age at 
the time. (Capt. William Lawton did not appoint Josiah and William, Jr. to 
look after the interests of their youngest brother, Joseph, since Joseph's 
mother, Mary Stone-Grimball-Lawton, was still living, and would have served 
as the child's guardian. ) 

William Lawton, Jr., the second child (so far as is known) of Capt. William 
and Mary Clark Lawton, could have been born no earlier than March or April 

of 1730, and no later than October of 1736. (See the explanation immediately 
above.) 

Capt. William Lawton serves as one of the witnesses to the will of a certain 
John Sealy, Planter, of All Hope, Granville Co. This is the earliest known 
record of Capt. William Lawton's presence in South Carolina, although one 

can very safely assume that he arrived in the Province no later than 1735‘ 
since he almost certainly married Mary Clark at about this time. There is 


a family tradition that he arrived as early as about 1730, but no proof 
exists to support this claim. 


There is no known relationship between Capt. William Lawton and John Sealy, 
but it is known that the Sealys married into a number of families with whom 
the early Lawtons were associated: (1) Charles Grimball (c. 1735-1770) in 
1756 married an Ann Sealy. (2) Charles' father, Isaac Grimball, married as 


06/14/1738 


11/29/1738 


1739 


his second wife a Rebecca Sealy, who died between January and April of 1767. 
(3) Joseph Sealy, Sr. and Jr. served as witnesses to the 17241! will of Thomas 
Grimball. (4) John Jenkins (c. 1736-1764), a son of William Jenkins and his 
Clark wife, married as his first wife Mary Sealy, a daughter of William and 
Sarah Sealy. Mary Sealy Jenkins is identified as "the daughter of [her hus- 
band's] stepmother,'' whose name was Ann Sealy--married first Charles Isaac 
Grimball, and second Oliver Hart, the clergyman. (5) After his death, John 
Jenkins' widow married second Christopher Jenkins, third Samuel Fickling, 
and fourth Abraham Bush. (6) Finally--and most interesting of all--William 
Jenkins, one of Capt. William Lawton's brothers—in-law, married as his third 
wife, Sarah Sealy, widow of the William Sealy who died in 1748. 





Back to John Sealy, his will was probated 08/31/1741, and recorded 10/15/1741. 
If a Sealy-Lawton relationship did in fact exist prior to 03/19/1737, when 
Capt. William Lawton witnessed John Sealy's will, there well might be some 
evidence of this relationship among John Sealy's loose probate papers. Has 
this file ever been examined? If not, someone should investigate it at once. 


An abstract of John Sealy's will as it appears in Moore's Wills (1740-1760, 
p- 5) is as follows: 


Wife--Hannah (Maiden name unknown--no further eeeordcy: 
Sons--William, John, and Mikel (All three sons were apparently of age.) 
Daughters——Martha, Hanna, Margaret (All three daughters referred to as 
under seventeen years of age.) 
Executors——wife Hannah 
Joseph Sealy (Relationship to John Sealy unknown.) 
William Sealy (This is possibly John's oldest son.) 
Witnesses--William Lawton (He was the only witness to sign with his name, 
| rather than use a "mark.'') 
William Ashman, his mark (No known relationship to John Sealy 
or to Capt. William Lawton, and no further record.) 
George Allason, his mark (Same as above.) 
In his "Plantation Journal," Paul Grimball records the death of his first wife, 
Mary Barnwell (06/25/1709-06/14/1738), and their infant daughter, Providence 
(03/29/1738-06/14/1738). 
In the same "Plantation Journal," Paul Grimball records this as the date that 
he m. his second wife, Mary Stone, a daughter of John Stone (no dates known, 
but married c. 1719) and Susannah Carriére (1703-1780). Mary Stone-Grimball 
would later become the third and last wife of Capt. William Lawton 
According to the inscription on her tombstone, Sarah Lawton, the third child 
and only daughter (so far as is known) of Capt. William and Sarah Clark Lawton, 
was born sometime during this year and died 10/21/1798. It is possible that 
there were other children born between William Lawton, Jr. (born c. 1730-1736) 
and Sarah, but as yet no records have been found. Sarah Lawton married John 
Seabrook (born in either 1727 or 1731, died 11/26/1783), and had issue, most 
notably William Seabrook (born in 1773, died 09/01/1836), father of Carolina 
Lafayette Seabrook, who was named for (and by) the famous Marquise de LaFay- 
ette, when he visited the Seabrook home during his post—Revolutionary visit 
to this country and served as Godfather to Carolina Seabrook and gave her 
his name. Caroline Lafayette Seabrook's beautiful portrait by Sully is now 
on display at the Charleston Museum. 


For what it might be worth, the William Seabrook referred to immediately 
above (a grandson of Capt. William Lawton) at the time of his death left an 
estate of personal property appraised at $376,916.60, and this amount was 
apparently exclusive of real estate, much of which he had bestowed upon his 
heirs during his lifetime. It is interesting to note that William Seabrook 
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left a bequest of $50CG0.00 to the Presbyterian Church at Edisto. Might this 
bequest be an indication that Capt. William Lawton was a Presbyterian? 


At least two significant events occurred during this period: Mary Clark Lawton, 


Capt. William Lawton's first wife, died; Jeremiah Lawton, the fourth and last 
child (so far as is known) by this first marriage, was born. It has thus far 
not been possible to pinpoint the dates of these two events more precisely, 
but they almost certainly occurred during this time, since Sarah Lawton was 
definitely born in 1739 (at least according to her tombstone inscription), 
and Winborn Lawton, Capt. William Lawton's first known child by his second 


wife (see below) was born in 1745 (at least according to his 09/23/1809 obit- 


uary, in which his age is given as 64). 


NOTE: Some years ago, this writer had Mrs. Caroline Moore, GRS, of Charleston, 


S. G., to conduct some considerable research on Capt. William Lawton. 
Unfortunately, the results of this research were for the most part in- 
conclusive, revealing very little that had not been previously discovered. 
Among Mrs. Moore's interesting comments about Capt. William Lawton were 
the following: 


1. From a letter dated March 12, 1983: "I just do not know how a person who 
was so well known as the Captain could leave such a small amount of infor- 
mation....As yet I cannot see how Isaac Rippon was kin (or by marriage) to 
William Lawton." (To Mrs. Moore's second comment, it should be added that 
Mrs. Mabel Webber and Mr. Alston Read also devoted a great deal of time 
attempting to unravel the Lawton-Rippon connection--discussed subsequently 
herein--and met with no success whatsoever. ) 

2. From a letter dated May 18, 1983: "Oh, I asked Elias Bull, the former his- 
torian of Charleston County, if he could locate any information on Capt. 
William Lawton. He called the other evening and said that he had looked 
at everything he had in his library, but could not find and [any] infor- 
mation on him other [than] that [which] is already known. I felt he would 
know if anyone did. I was really disappointed when he called and gave a 
negative answer." 


One of the things that Mrs. Moore's research did reveal about Capt. William 
Lawton was that he served on various juries in the years between 1740 and 
1757. A verbatim typescript of Mrs. Moore's report on Capt. William Lawton's 
jury duty records is as follows: 


SOUTH CAROLINA JURY JURY LISTS, 1718-1783-Warren 


1740-15-2 Lawton, William 
1751-22-1 Lawton, William 
1757-22-2 Lawton, William 
1757-15-2 Lawton, William 
15-Edisto Island 
22-St. John's in Colleton Co. 
al-Grand Juror 
2-Petit Juror 
Capt. William Lawton purchased 200 acres of land from the executors of the 
estate of William Tilly, whose 04/01/1744 will was probated 04/19/1744 and 
recorded 04/27/1744 (Moore's Wills, 1740-1760, p. 28). This tract of land 
was to comprise part of the Lawton homestead, to which an adjoining tract 
of 460 acres would be added in January of 1756. There is no known relation- 
ship between Capt. William Lawton and William Tilly, except for the fact 
that they both seem to have associated with some of the same families, most 
notably the Grimballs. It is very interesting to note that one of William 
Tilly's executors was Paul Grimball, who at the time of Tilly's death was 





1744-1745 
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married to Mary Stone Grimball, later to become Capt. William Lawton's third 
and last wife. In addition to this Tilly-Lawton-Grimball connection, there 
might be other evidence of family relationships among William Tilly's loose 
probate papers. Has this file ever been examined? If not, someone should 
investigate it as soon as possible, but not before investigating the probate 
files of Jeremiah Clark and John Sealy. It also would not be a bad idea to 
investigate the probate file of Paul Grimball. 


An abstract of William Tilly's will as it appears in Moore's Wills (1740- 
1760, p- 28) is as follows: 


Wife--Not named (In South Carolina Genealogies, Vol. II, p. 216, there 
appears,a Mary Gibbs, born 12/24/1719, died 07/11/1743, who mar- 
ried, "a AT Lliam Tilly. This Mary Gibbs Tilly died on Edisto just 
over eight. months before the date of the will of the William 
Tilly from whose estate Capt. William Lawton bought 200 acres of 
land. Is it possible that these two William Tillys are one and 
the same? For what it is worth, the Gibbs family came to Caro- 
lina from Barbados.) 

Son--William, Jr. (He is referred to as nineteen years of age.) 

Brother--Joseph Tilly of Warminister, in Wiltshire, England, a joiner 

Mentions--Jane Palmerter of Port Royal and her son Joseph 

Elizabeth Slack of Edisto Island and her son William 

Mr. and Mrs. Hutchinson of James Island, and their children 
(These individuals are not identified by relationship to 
William Tilly, nor is there any known relationship that they 
might have had to Capt. William Lawton.) 

Executors—--Paul Grimball, Joshua Grimball, Isaac Grimball, John Jenkins 

Witnesses—-Cathern [Catherine?] Mitchell 

Mathew Creece, his mark (Is this possibly the same person who 


witnessed the will of Jeremiah Clark, also using his "mark''?) 
John Wayte 


NOTE: The 200 acres of land that Capt. William Lawton purchased from the estate 


of William Tilly can be found listed in Memorial Book Vol. 7, pp. 141-2.7 
This was the same tract of land that Capt. William Lawton devised in his 
10/09/1757 will to his wife, Mary Stone-Grimball-Lawton, for her life- 
time, and then to their only known child, Joseph Lawton. Joseph Lawton 
on 12/13/1774 sold this land to a John Hanahan, and the area is still 
today known as "Hanahan's'" (Charleston Deed Book 116, p. 450).8 When 
the deed was drawn up, jit included the following stipulation: "Saving 
and reserving nevertheless to the said Joseph Lawton and his heirs 
forever a CERTAIN BURYING Place or Grave Yard containing one quarter 
of an acre within the tract of two hundred acres of land and where the 
family of Lawton and other of their near kindred heretofore have been 
accustomed to bury." — ° 
At least two significant events occurred during this period: Capt. William 
Lawton married his second wife, Mary Winborn, a daughter of Thomas Winborn; 
Winborn Lawton, the first child (so far as is known) of Capt. William and 
Mary Winborn Lawton, was born. A daughter Mary was also born during the 
period between 1745 and 1750, but her precise date of birth has not been 
determined. 
Capt. William Lawton, William Jenkins (a Quaker), and Jeremiah Clark, Jr 
witness a deed from Paul Hamilton, Planter, of Colleton Co., a son and 
heir of Paul Hamilton, Sr., to Jonas McLeod, gentleman, of lands at Edisto 
(Book HH, p. 33, Lease and Release, S. C. Deed Abstracts 1719-1772, Vol. Il, 
1740-1755, Book V, p. 88 214, edited by Clara Langley). 
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Mary Winborn Lawton, Capt. William Lawton's second wife, died. Her exact date 
of death cannot be pinpointed more precisely, but it is certain that she died 
prior to August of 1751, for this is when Capt. William Lawton married his 
third and last wife, Mary Stone-Grimball, the widow of Paul Grimball. 

In the same "Plantation Journal" in which Paul Grimball recorded his 11/29/1738 
marriage to Mary Stone, she recorded his death. 

In the above-mentioned journal, Mary Stone Grimball recorded the birth of her 
son, Thomas Grimball, who was born just over a month after the death of his 
father. The birth dates of Mary's other children by Paul Grimball were also 
recorded in this journal: Susannah, born 08/16/1741, died 10/04/1743; Paul, 
born 08/07/1743--no further mention;? Providence, born 04/27/1745, died in 
childbirth 03/15/1764--the child, a daughter named Ann, born 03/01/1764, died 
03/07/1764; John, born 11/13/1747--no further mention; Anne, born 02/09/1749-- 
no further mention. 

Capt. William Lawton and William Jenkins, brothers—in-law to the testator, are 
named as trustees for a £100 trust fund for the use of the Presbyterian congre- 
gation on Edisto Island. They, together with John Coulder, are named as the 
executors to James Clark's estate. An abstract of James Clark's will (dated 
04/16/1750, probated 06/29/1750) as it appears in Moore's Wills (1740-1760, ~~ 
p- 116) is as follows: 


Wife--Not named (According to Mrs. Moore, James' wife was a Calder, and 

she apparently pre-deceased him. ) 

Son--James, Jr. (According to his father's will, James, Jr. was a minor, 

born 10/16/1744. ) 

Brother-—Jeremiah (Jeremiah pre-deceased James, the former's 11/18/1749 
will having been probated 03/02/1750, about six weeks 
before the latter wrote his will.) 

Mentions—-Mr. Daniel Mitchell (Apparently this man had sold land to James.) 

Sister—-Martha Eaton (Exactly which Eaton Martha married is not known.) 

Brothers—in-law--William Jenkins 

William Lawton (Technically, James Clark and William 
Lawton were no longer brothers-in-law, since James' 
will was written five years or longer after Mary Clark 
Lawton had died.) 

Nieces—-—Referred to but not named. 

Nephews-—-—James Lardent Clark and Jeremiah Clark 

Mentions-—Henry Yonge (Relationship not known.) 

Also John Jenkins, William Jenkins, Josiah Lawton, William 
Lawton,:[Jr.], Jeremiah Lawton, Sarah Lawton, Jeremiah Eaton, 
Hanoway Eaton, Samuel Eaton, Sarah Eaton--plus another refer- 
ence to James Lardent Clark and Jeremiah Clark, all of these 
referred to as minors under sixteen years of age. 

Executors——brothers—in-law William Jenkins and William Lawton; also 

John Coulder, whose relationship to James and the others 
in his will is not known. 

Witnesses——John McLeod, Richard Ash, and William Fry, relationship(s) 

to James and the others herein not known. 
Capt. William Lawton, Samuel Jones, and Joseph Phips are appointed overseers 
for.the poor for the Parish of,St. John's, Colleton Co., by the Church [the 
Presbyterian? | on Edisto Island. —— 
Signing her last name as Grimball, Mary, widow of Paul Grimball, deeds pro- 
perty to her son, Thomas Grimball. This conveyance may or may not have been 
unusual, for Thomas was only a baby (see above), having been born 02/21/1750. 
According to the annotations provided by the Rev. Dr. Robert E. H. Peeples 
for Paul Grimball's "Plantation Journal" referred to frequently herein, Mary 
Grimball "of St. John's Parish, Colleton Co....deeded property to her son 
Thomas Grimball on 12 Aug. 1751, shortly before her marriage to William 
Lawton, planter of Edisto Island." Dr. Peeples then notes that "On 7 April 


/O 


deceased 
1758 the estate of her son Thomas Grimballawas shown by Mary Lawton (Charles-— 


ton Probate Court Book 1756-1758, p. 351)." Thomas Grimball died in 1757 (see 
the 09/21/1757 entry herein), at the age of seven and a half years old. Was it 
common for mere children of this time to have "estates"? If so, Mary Lawton 
obviously would have inherited the full portion of Thomas' estate, and it would 
be interesting to see exactly how much it was worth. This writer has not made 
an effort to trace all the children of Paul Grimball and his two (perhaps three) 
wives, but it might someday be interesting to do so, particularly in view of the 
fact that many of them did die young, according to the entries that Paul made 

in his "Plantation Journal, and also in view of the size of his estate and the 
manner in which he set up his will. One cannot help wondering how much of Paul 
Grimball's estate eventually came down to Mary Stone-Grimball-Lawton--perhaps a 
great deal. ‘One also cannot help wondering whether at least a portion of Paul 
Grimball's estate in some way enriched Capt. William Lawton, and can thus be 
used to account for how he became so wealthy in such a relatively short period 
of time.: 


A summary of Paul Grimball's will as it appears in South Carolina Genealogies 
(Vol. II, p. 263) is as follows: 


Paul Grimball made his will Nov. 24, 1746; Codicil dated 9 Jan. 
1749; Will proved 25 Jan. 1750; Paul Grimball of Edisto Island, 
Colleton County. Wife Mary % of slaves and use of 500 acres 

on Edisto Island for life or widowhood; [Copy is badly mutilated, 
and parts are not decipherable.] Son Paul Grimball Island called 
Linckley's Island, 842 acres, south west of Edisto; but if son Paul 
die under 21 without issue, then to the next son born of my said 
wife /°and in want of such son, executors to sell and divide among 
daughters Mary, Catherine, Elizabeth and Providence and any 

other daughter or daughters which may be born when 21 or 
married....Brethers Joshua and Isaac Grimball, brother in law 
Robert Sams and friend John Jenkins to be executors. Elizabeth 
Pinckney, William Pinckney, and Cs. Pinckney witnesses. Codicil 
states that a son John and a daughter Ann have been born since 

the making of the will," and makes provision for them. C. Pinckney, 
Wm. Davis and Thos. Grimball witnesses. Joshua Grimball and John 
Jenkins qualified. 


There is a footnote to the above: P. C. 1751-54, p. 399 and 1756- 
58, p- 351. Inventory by Mary Lawton, his [Thomas Grimball's ] 
mother, of the estate of the child Thomas Grimball, which includes 
a legacy left by Providence Hutchinson. 
03/ /1753 Capt. William Lawton and John Calder [possibly Coulder?] receive a mortgage 
for £600 on five slaves from Benjamin Gowen, this mortgage witnessed by 
Andrew Townsend [husband of Ann Clark?] and Benjamin Weatherly (Mortgage 
Book Vol. 1753, p. 696). 
04/14/1753 Thomas Winborn, father of Capt. William Lawton's second wife, Mary Winborn 
Lawton (by this time deceased), writes his will, which was probated 01/23/ 
1756. An abstract of this will as it appears in Moore's Wills (1740-1760, 
p- 203) is as follows: 


Wife--Susannah (Her will appears in Moore's Wills, 1760-1784, p. 309, 
dated Jan. 1778, probated 12/23/1780, and mentions 
among others her daughter, Mary Fickling, and a grand- 
son, Joseph Lawton. ) 

Sons--Samuel and Thomas (Both are apparently of age.) 

Daughter--Susanna (She is referred to as a minor.) 

Sons-in-law--Mr. William Lawton and Mr. John Gibbons 

Grandchildren--Winborn Lawton, Mary Lawton, Susanna Gibbons, and John 
Gibbons (All of these are referred to as minors.) 
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Executors—--wife Susannah; sons Samuel and Thomas 
Witnesses--James Marsh, Thomas Roybould, and James Edes [possibly Edings? | 

(There is no known relationship between these witnesses and 
Thomas Winborn, nor is there any known relationship that they 
might have had to Capt. William Lawton.) 

Joseph Lawton, the only known child of Capt. William and Mary Stone-Grimball- 

Lawton, is born on Edisto Island. 

Capt. William Lawton and John Calder [Coulder?] receive a mortgage for £107, 

7 shillings, and 4 pence, on two slaves from William Fry (Mortgage Book 1753, 

p- 285). (This William Fry is very likely the same person who served as one 

of the witnesses to James Clark's 04/16/1750 will.) 

Capt. William Lawton collects a £400 debt from William Gibbons, of Wadmalaw 

Island, Colleton Co., attesting by his signature (the only one known to have 

survived) that the loan, taken out a year to the day previously, had been 

paid in full, with all interest. 

A bond is issued, designating Capt. William Lawton, William Edings, John 

Cuthbert, and Paul Hamilton as Trustees for the Presbyterian Church on Edisto 

Island. A suit on this appointment was brought up in the Common Pleas Court, 

Judgement Rolls 1768, No. 160-A. 

William Hambelton and Isaac Rippon co-sign a bond as sureties for William 

Edings, James Cuthbert, William Jenkins, William Lawton, and Paul Hamilton, 

Trustees for the Presbyterian Church on Edisto Island. The amount of this 

bond was £473, 2 shillings. 

Capt. William Lawton purchases from James Cuthbert (obviously the same person 

immediately above) 460 acres of land adjoining the 200 acres that he had pur- 

chased from the estate of William Tilly in May of 1744 (Memorial Book Vol. 7, 

pp- 436-7). 

Just over five months before his death, William Lawton is listed as a Lieu-. 

tenant of the Edisto Island Company of Foot for St. John's, Colleton Co. 

(Council Journal 26, p. 84). 

By this date, not quite three.weeks. later, Lieutenant William Lawton has 

apparently been promoted to the rank of Captain (Ibid., p. 90). 

Still making entries in her late husband's "Plantation Journal," Mary Stone- 

Grimball-Lawton records the death of her son, Thomas Grimball, her last child 

(born posthumously) by Paul Grimball. This child, born 02/21/1750, just cver 

a month after the 01/16/1750 death of his father, was only seven and a half 

years old. Since his death occurred just a few weeks before the death of his 

stepfather, Capt. William Lawton (died between 10/09 and 10/15/1757) and his 

stepbrother, Josiah Lawton (died between 10/15 and 12/09/1757), one cannot 

help wondering whether some sort of virulent epidemic was sweeping the area 

during this time. A casual examination of the probate dates of the wills in 

Moore's Wills reveals an abnormally high mortality rate for the period between 

late 1756 and 1758. In addition to Capt. William Lawton, Josiah Lawton, and 

Thomas Thomas Grimball, others related to or associated with the Lawtons, and 

who died in 1756 and 1757 included: Joshua Grimball, Thomas Winborn, and 

Edward Rippon, Isaac Rippon's father, whose 01/18/1755 will was probated on 

12/09/1757, the same day that the wills of Capt. William Lawton and Josiah 

Lawton were probated. 

Capt. William Lawton makes out his will, referring to himself as Planter, 

St. John's Colleton Co. 

Josiah Lawton, Capt. William Lawton's oldest child, makes out his will, alse 

referring to himself as Planter, St. John's, Colleton Co. In his will Josiah 

refers to "my land left me by my father," an indication that Capt. William 

Lawton had died very soon after making out his will--a week, at the most. 

The wills of Capt. William Lawton, Josiah Lawton, and Edward Rippon are pro- 

bated. Edward Rippon was the father of Isaac Rippon, whom Capt. William 

Lawton appointed as one of the executors to his will, and referred to as 

"my loving brother." Josiah Lawton also appointed Isaac Rippon as one of 

the executors to his will, but did not state any kind of relationship. 
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An abstract of Capt. William Lawton's will as it appears in Moore's Wills 
(1760-1784, p. 138) is as follows: 


Wife--Mary (Born Stone, Mary married first Paul Grimball, second Capt. 
William Lawton, and third Samuel Fickling.) 

Sons--Josiah: To receive 4% of the land purchased from Mr. James Cuthbert. 

William, Jr.: To receive the other half of the above-mentioned land. 
Joseph: To receive "the land where I now live," Joseph's mother to 
have use of this land during her lifetime. 
Jeremiah: Received personal property, but oddly enough did not 
receive any real estate. 
Winborn: Same as Jeremiah. 

Daughters-—-Sarah and Mary: Same as Jeremiah and Winborn. 

Mentions+-A possible unborn child: So far as is known, no such child was 

ever born. 

Guardians—-Josiah and William, Jr.: "To have charge of the shares of 
Sarah, Jeremiah, Winborn, and Mary, who are under nineteen 
years of age and are unmarried." 

Executors—-wife Mary; son Josiah; "my loving brother Isaac Rippon''; 

"my loving friend William Maxwell." 

Witnesses—-John Mikell, John Fry, and John Frach (The Mikells and Frys 
were associated in various ways with the Lawtons and some of 
the families with whom the Lawtons were connected, but there 
is no known relationship that Capt. William Lawton might have 
had with these witnesses, other than a casual one.) 

Only Mary Lawton and Isaac Rippon qualified as executors when Capt. William 
Lawton's will was probated on 12/09/1757. Josiah Cawton had of course died 
by this time, but William Maxwell was still living, his name appearing sub- 
sequently in Moore's Wills--at least several times. It is not known why 
William Maxwell did not qualify as one of Capt. William Lawton's executors, 
but there must have been a reason. Also, it has yet to be determined exactly 
how Isaac Rippon might have been Capt. William Lawton's "loving brother," but 
there obviously was some sort of close Lawton-Rippon relationship, since 
Josiah Lawton also appointed Isaac Rippon as one of the executors to his will. 
(This Lawton-Rippon connection will be discussed further herein.) Then there 
is the matter of the witnesses to Capt. William Lawton's will. There is no 
further record of or reference to either John Fry or John Frach in Moore's 
Wills or in South Carolina Genealogies, but John Mikell is very likely the 
same as the person whose 12/13/1764 will (probated 03/15/1765) appears in 
Moore's Wills (1760-1784, p. 54). Of great interest (although perhaps a 

mere coincidence) are the names of this John Mikell's children: Ephriam, 
Mary, Sarah, William, Joseph, Josiah, and Martha--five of these seven chil- 
dren having the same names as five out of seven of the children of Capt. 
William Lawton. The name Josiah is of special interest, since it was quite 
rare in South CArolina during the early 1700's. Last, it is interesting to 
note that two of the witnesses to Josiah Lawton's will were John Fry (who 
also witnessed Capt. William Lawton's will) and Ephriam Mikell, who was very 
likely a son of the John Mikell who witnessed Capt. William Lawton's will. 


An abstract of Josiah Lawton's will as it appears in Moore's Wills (1760-— 
1784, p. 139) is as follows: 


Wife--not named (Josiah is presumed to have died young and unmarried. ) 
Brothers~-Jeremiah: To receive "my land left me by my father, next to 
the land of William, Jr." 


William, Jr., Winborn, and Joseph: Not devised any real estate. 


wee 


Sisters--Sarah and Mary: Not devised any real estate. 





12/19/1757 


01/30/1758 


Late 1758 
01/01/1759 
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Executors-—-brother William Lawton, Jr; Isaac Rippon and William Baynard. 
Witnesses-—-—John Fry, Ephriam Mikell, and William Crawford. 


The William Baynard who served as one of the executors to the will of Josiah 
Lawton is apparently the same as the person by that name whose 11/18/1772 
will (probated 02/05/1773) contains some interesting names, and appears in 
Moore's Wills (1760-1784, p. 188) and is abstracted as follows: 


Wife--Elizabeth 
Sons--Thomas (Under twenty-one years of age.) 
William (Age not stated.) 
Daughter--Elizabeth Ann (Age fot stated.) 
Executors-——wife Elizabeth;,Archibald Calder; James Clark; Ephriam Mikell. 
Witnesses—-William Jackson; Ann Williams; John Graves, his mark. 


Mentions--Mrs. Sarah Fry and "cousin William Jackson." 


These details are included herein purely as a matter of incidental curiosity, 
since some of the names seem to recur again and again in the overall context 
of Capt. William Lawton's elusive presence in South CArolina. 


Purely for the sake of completeness, an abstract of Edward Rippon's 01/18/ 
1755 will (probated 12/09/1757) as it appears in Moore's Wills (1760-1784, 
p- 139) is as follows: 


NOTE: Edward Rippon is referred to as Planter, Edisto Island, and signed 
with his "mark." 
Wife--Anne (Her maiden name was Mikell, according to a Rippon "Family 
Group Sheet," recently sent to this writer by Robert Peeples.) 
Son-—Isaac 
Daughters—-Elizabeth Smely (Husband's name not known.) 
Martha Jenkins (Her husband was Richard Jenkins, born 1730 or 
earlier, will proved 1772; married first, before 1750, Abigail, 
daughter of Daniel and Abigail Townsend; married second, before 
1755, Martha Rippon.) 
Witnesses—-Joseph Hambelton, John Frampton, and William Hambelton 
Capt. William Lawton's estate is appraised by Joseph Seabrook, Daniel Townsend, 
and David Adams, and is valued at £7901, seven shillings, and six pence, ex- 
clusive of land. The inventory of his personal property consists of eight 
minutely detailed pages. It would be interesting to see exactly who bought 
what at his estate sale. Is there a record of this sale? Has anyone ever 
examined it? If so (in the first case), and if not (in the latter), someone 
should most certainly study this record in great detail--and at the earliest 
convenience--since very often family relationships are listed beside sales 
transactions. 
Josiah Lawton's estate is appraised by Joseph Seabrook, Daniel Townsend, and 
David Adams (the same three men who had appraised Capt. William Lawton's 
estate about six weeks earlier), and is valued at £1015, 14 shillings, and 
11 pence, exclusive of land. (Note: According to Mrs. Caroline Moore's 
research notes, the appraisal of Capt. William Lawton's estate appears in 
Miscellaneous Charleston County Probate Court Records, Vol. 84, p. 310; 
the appraisal of Josiah Lawton's estate appears in the same records, Vol. 
84, p. 340.) 
William Lawton, Jr. dies, intestate. 
William Lawton, Jr.'s estate is appraised by Daniel Townsend, Andrew Townsend, 
and John Jenkins (Daniel Townsend having previously appraised the estates of 
Capt. William and Josiah Lawton), and is valued at £1045, 17 shillings, and 
3 pence (Ibid., Vol. 85-A, p. 182). 


10/07/1759 


01/15/1759 
03/20/1761 
05/20/1762 


07/14/1766 


09/12/1803 


10-11 1803 


12/15/1803. 


01/31/1804 
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The next two items are listed in the same order that they were recorded by 
Mary Stone-Grimball-Lawton in the "Plantation Journal" of her first husband, 
Paul Grimball. Mary maintained this journal for a number of years after the 
01/16/1750 death of her first husband. 

"Ephraim [or Ephriam] Mikell was married to Providence Grimball 7 October 1759 
between 9 & 10 o'clock Sunday morning. [According to an earlier entry in the 
journal, Providence Grimball was born eas. the third child and second 
daughter of Paul Grimball and Mary Stone, later Lawton, finally Fickling.- ] 

Is the Ephriam Mikell who married Providence Grimball the same person who 
witnessed the 10/15/1757 will of Josiah Lawton? 

"Samuel Fickling was married to Mary [Stone-Grimball-Lawton] January 15, 1759, 
it being Tuesday between 2 & 3 o'clock in the afternoon." 

In her "Plantation Journal,'' Mary SGL Fickling records the birth of Samuel 
Fickling, Jr., her first known child by her third husband. 

Jeremiah Lawton's estate is appraised by John Fry, Joseph Rupell, William Sealy, 


‘and Robert Seabrook, and is valued at £1155, 18 shillings, and % pence. 


Mary SGL Fickling records the death of her son, Samuel Fickling, Jr., in her 
"Plantation Journal." The child was just over five years old. There is no 
record of the death of Samuel Fickling, Sr. 

Mary SGL Fickling and her son, Joseph Lawton, co-sign a $550.00 promissory 

note to James B. Bryant, agreeing to repay the latter within six months--the 
full amount borrowed, plus $19.25 interest. This note was witnessed by Mary 
Fickling's grandson, Benjamin Themistocles D'Ion Lawton (Harrell, Kith And 

Kin, p. 159). 

This writer believes he recalls a record of some type, whereby Mary SGL Fickling 
conveyed to either one of her children or grandchildren some land in October or 
November of 1803. Unfortunately, this record cannot be located. 

Benjamin Themistocles D'Ion Lawton, one of the grandsons of Mary SGL Fickling, 
submits to the. executors. of her estate a bill for $4.00, for "making the coffin 
for the deceased." For some reason this bill was not paid until 01/10/1806. 
According to the record of personal property that was sold by the executors of 
Mary SGL Fickling's estate, £2688, 57 shillings, and 2 pence of belongings were 


sold. An analysis of exactly who bought what reveals nothing of particular 
importance. 


THE RIPPON CONNECTION 


For what they might eventually be worth in researching the Lawton-Rippon 
connection, the following bits of information were compiled by Mrs. Moore 
when she conducted her Rippon research for this writer some years ago. 


1. SCHM, Vol. 22, p. 32: "Register of Marriage Licenses Granted, December 
1765 to August 1766''--June 3, 1766, Isaac Rippon to Joanna Sealy, widow. 
Mrs. Martin. 

2. SCHM, Vol. 26, p. 145: "Gol. Alexander Paris and Paris Island''--Webber: 
Married before 1758, Ann Fleming; she married (2nd) 1791, Isaac Rippon. 

3. SCHS, Manuscript 12- 299, Rippon Family: 40 acres bounded by a creek from 
Edisto (South) and marsh of said Linkley's Island and is commonly called 
Rippon's Island. 

4. St. Philip's Register (printed) p. 221: 1752, December 15--then was buried 
Mary Rippon. — oO 





Comments on the above: 


1. According to a record of the Rippon family that was recently sent to this 
writer by Robert Peeples, the widow Joanna Sealy whom Isaac Rippon married 
was the former wife of John Sealy. This was apparently the same John Sea] 
whose 03/19/1737 will Capt. William Lawton ee Joanna-Sealy- piscca 
maiden name was Joanna Staples. She was a daughter of Abraham Staples, ° 
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Planter, of Craven Co., and is referred to in his 12/26/1748 will, which 
was probated 04/04/1750. All this information agrees with the research 
Mrs. Moore conducted on the Rippon family, but the question remains: How 
was Isaac Rippon Capt. William Lawton's "loving brother"? This Lawton- 
Rippon link through the Sealy line is a new and intriguing development, 
but it does not resolve the riddle. 

2. Mrs. Moore's next information is unclear. Who was Ann Fleming, and whom 
did she marry first? According to Mrs. Moore, this Ann Fleming married 
second, Isaac Rippon, yet according to the Rippon record, Isaac married 
Ann Delabare, widow of John Rhodes. Also according to Mrs. Moore, Edward 
Rippon, Isaac's father, was married three times: (1) Ann, maiden name not 
known, (2) second wife not known, and (3) Ann Delebar, of Paris Island. 

3. This reference to Linckley's Island is interesting, because Paul Grimball 
referred to it in his will, devising it to his son Paul. 

4. This information is also unclear. Who was ''then buried Mary Rippon'? 


According to Mrs. Moore, Edward Rippon was born c. 1712, so he was more than 
likely about the same age as Capt. William Lawton. Isaac, his son, was born 
c- 1734, so he was considerably young than Capt. William Lawton, who married 
his first wife, Mary Clark, at about the same time that Isaac Rippon was born. 
Is it very likely that a man would refer in his will to a person some twenty 
years his junior as "my loving brother"? Anything is possible, of course, but 
wha teem more plausible to this writer is that there was another Isaac Rippon, 
a brother of Edward, and that it was this older Isaac Rippon to whom Capt. 
William Lawton referred in his will. The most qualified researchers have all 
failed in their attempts to establish a Lawton-Rippon connection through 
Isaac, son of Edward Rippon, so is it just remotely possible that an Isaac, 
brother of Edward, somehow "'slipped through the cracks"? If so--and if he 

can be identified--this "other, older Isaac Rippon" might very well be the 
missing link that so many researchers have been seeking for generations. 

Of course, someone still should investigate the loose probate papers of 

Isaac, son of Edward Rippon, but in the event that these papers reveal 

nothing pertinent to Lawton research, it should be borne in mind that there 

is this remote possibility that there was "another, older Isaac." 


There is no_ record of a will for Isaac Rippon, son of Edward, in Moore's 
Wills. His name last appears in her last volume, 1783-1888, p. 288. On 
09/01/1786, he witnessed the will (probated 05/24/1793) of Charles Mitchell, 
of St. Paul's Parish. Since Isaac had no sons, Charles Mitchell's witness 
was clearly Edward Rippon's son. 
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The family has long been established in the county of * 

Cheshire in England where the Lawtons of Lawton still reside. 

Burke givesthe lineage as:John Lawton of Laton ,b 1606, éldest 

son and heir of William Lawton, and grandson of, John, Lawton (tineyunth 
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1 AWTON 


The LAWTON family has long been established in the County of 
Cheshire in England, Where the Lawton's of Lawton still live. 


Burke gives the lineage ag : 


John Lawton of Lawton 8: I606; Eldest son and heir of William 
Lewton and grandson of John Lawton, living in I580. Married CKsere, 
deughter of Ralph Sheyd of Kel County Stafford, by whom he hed de- 
scendagdt son, Willian eevee Who married Hester, Daughter of Sir 
Fdward Longueville, Bt. (@) by Margaret, Daughter of Sir Thomas 
Temple, of Stowe, and had 6 sons, John B: 1656 and Ma11iam B: 1658,0%- 
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"Ty AWTON" 


Originally came from Cheshire, England. George Sherwood 
Record Searchers of London, England wrote in 1934, "The LAWTON'S 
of Lawton Hall, Cheshire - still there, are one of the oldest 
families in England, dating from the T2th Century when surnemes 
first began to be handed out. 
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Debrett Ancestry Research 


LIMITED 


Ref: 3264 GORDON ROAD . WINCHESTER . $023 7DD 15 May 1984 
TEL. 0962-69067 
TELEX 477379 WINSER G 


North America: Courthouse Road Accomac, VA. 23301 


Dear Mr Lawton Telephone: (804) 787-2651 


Thank you for your recent telephone call; I apologise 
that I was not in when you rang. Having reviewed carefully 
the substantial volume of data which you sent us concerning 
the Lawton and related families, we have been able to carry 


out limited research. 


PART I: 'Captain' William Lawton 


'Captain' William Lawton was believed to have been born 
between about 1714 (possibly earlier) and the begining of 1716. 
He had emigrated to America, and settled on Edisto Island, 
South Carolina, by 1736, the date of birth of his first known 
child, Josiah. We consulted a wide range of sources concerning 
early emigrants to America. Unfortunately the period of the 
early/mid-eighteenth century is not well-covered in original 
Sources. We traced a Moses Lawton, who was convicted and 
sentenced, and transported on the 'Tryal' in 1765, but we have 
not been able to trace his destination. Of more interest and 
possibly more significance is the reference we traced to Thomas 
Lawton who was ‘sentenced in January 1724, and transported in 
Ship was Thomas Wrangham (English Convicts in Colonial America, 
Vol.I, Middlesex 1617-1775, by Peter Wilson Coldham, 1974, and 
Pa Bes Bole tos/ei/ TOs We also searched English Estates of 
American Colonists 1700-1799, which records persons in America 
who left wills proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury. 


There was no reference to Thomas or William Lawton. 
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PART II: Mary, third wife of ‘Captain' William Lawton 


We were requested to research, as precisely as possible, 
full biographical details of the wives of Captain William 
Lawton; in particular our attention was directed towards 
William Lawton's third wife, who was born Mary Stone. She was 
born in about 1720 (according to A Grimball Plantation by Rev. 
Dr Robert Peebles), the place unknown. She married first Paul 
Grimball; secondly, in August 1751, Captain William Lawton, 
and thirdly, Samuel Fickling. She was believed to have died 
in January 1804, the place being uncertain. Her will was said 
to have been proved on 31 January 1804. 


We began by searching the Lawton papers at the South 
Caroliniana Library. There was no will for Mary Fickling 
(previously Lawton). However, there is a sale (not a will or 
inventory) dated 31 January 1804, about 8 pages long, listing 
purchasers, including several Lawtons. There are several other 
papers which help us narrow down the date of death —- for 
instance, a deed from Mary Fickling to her grandaughter Mary 
Hadley, dated 3 October 1803; a note signed by Mary Fickling 
dated 10 November 1803; a bill or return entitled "1803, The 
Estates of Mrs Mary Fickling to Ann Varner Dr", and a state- 
ment that the will was probated by 9 January 1804. We conclude 
from this evidence that she died in November or December 1803, 
rather than 1804, and this does, of course, agree with your 
findings, as set out in your letter of 9 February. 


We have made a preliminary examination of the Lawton 
family papers, but we do not feel that they will shed much 
light upon the problem of specific dates and places of birth, 
marriage and death. There is a section designated "land 
papers", probably original deeds and grants. These could be 
useful for land holdings, signatures and dates; it is extremely 
doubtful that they would give any indication of the place of 
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birth or death of anyone. We searched for Mary Fickling's will 
among Charleston wills, but there was no trace of it. Colleton 
and Beaufort District records perished in 1865, as I am sure 
you appreciate. 


Incidently, you mentioned that St Peter's Parish is now a 
part of the Black Swamp area of Hampton County, South Carolina. 
Actually the converse is the case. The Black Swamp area was 
once a part of St Peter's Parish. Please find enclosed a rough 
map of the early parish system in South Carolina. The lower 
districts (including, of course, Beaufort) used this parish 
system until 1868. | 


In conclusion, we have now surveyed the sources carefully, 
and we feel that little will probably be achieved by further 
work in South Carolina because of the loss of Beaufort District 
records. We recommend that if further research is to be under- 
taken, we concentrate solely upon attempting to trace the ori- 
gins of Captain William Lawton. There is certainly ample scope 
for further research in this sphere, starting by identifying 
Lawton families in England and Wales, and attempting to place 
William in the correct family network. However, the project 
may well be a long one, and I fear we cannot resume work on a 
budget less than our normal standard fee of $490. I look 
forward to hearing from you again, hopefully with your renewed 
instructions. 


Kind regards. 


Yours sincerely 


BIN 0 


GERVASE BELFIELD 
Managing Genealogist 


Paul Lawton Esq 
612 37th Ave N Ext 
Myrtle Beach 

SC 29577 

USA 
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Lawreace, William n.a.; Nevis, 1663-1679 P62 p/53 

Lawrence, William n.s.; New York, N.Y.,.1742 9235. - 
pl34 

Lawrence, William n.a.; Pennsylvania, 1682 2979 p638 
Lawreace, William n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1860 S387 

9 


p4 
Lawreace, William n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1880 R207 


A William n.a.; Virginia, 1663-1679 943 p164 
Lawrence, William 12; Massachusetts, 1635 263 pld/ 
Lawrence, Willm 22; Virginia, 1635 2283 p/38 
Lawrence, Willm 22; Virginia, 1635 9151 p107 
Lawrence, Wm n.a.; New York (State), 1644 9135 p3 
Lawrence, Wm n.a; Virginia, 1656 2772 p200 
Lawrence, Wm 12; New England, 1635 2289 pé5 
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Lawrey, Tho n.a.; Virginia, 1650 2772 p200 
Lawrie, James 28; Maryland, 1774 2128 p58 
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Lawrie, John n.a.; Pennsylvania, 1772 7207 p70 
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Lawrie, John 28; Phi Pa., 1775 1088 
canto, Mary 983 Pee 1772 7207 p70 
Lawrie, Robert D na; phia, Pa., 1839 S901 
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Cos, Alexander n.a.; America, 1654-1663 943 pd7 
Lawry, Andreas n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1852 S807 p49 
Lawry, James n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1813 R901 p49 
Laws, Elizabeth n.a.; Virginia, 1729 1222 p/63 


Laws, Holly Day na; Georgia, n.d. 1322 p&2 
Philadelphia, 


Laws, Isaac n.a.; Pa., 1826 S301 p50 
Laws, James 28; New York, N.Y., 1821 9268 p/ 
with child 


Laws, John n.a.; America, 1745 1223 p90 

Laws, John n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1849 RMI p50 
Laws, n.a.; America, 1759 1222 p63 

Laws, Patrick n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1848 ART 
Laws, Samuel n.a.; Anapolis, Md., 1722 1223 
Laws, William 22; Maryland, 1774 2128 p37 

Laws, William 22; Maryland, 1774 9151 p256 
Lawsan, H C n.a.; San Francisco, Cal., 1850 7156 pJ3 
— , Jacob Frederick n.a.; Pennsylvania, 1772 

P 

Lawsige, E 28; New York, N.Y., 1822 9268 pllé 
Lawson, ...n.a.; America, 1685 9860 


Lawsen, Capt n.a.; Boston, Mass., 1763 9750 fat ) 
1 p50 


Lawson, Aaron n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1870 
Lawaon, Alce n.a. SEE Lawson, Christopher 
Laweon, Alce n.s. SEE Lawson, 

Lawson, Alex n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1804 A901 p50 
Lawson, Alex, Jr. n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1860 9307 


p50 ) 
Lae Alexander o.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1866 
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Lawson, Alice n.a.; Virginia, 1635 2772 p200 
Lawson, Ammon n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1828 A907 pS! 
Lawton, Ann n.a.; Maryland, 1736 1222 p/63 
Laweoa, Aan n.a,; Virginia, 1653 2772 
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erste, Cathn 34 SEE Lawson, John 
Lawson, Charics n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1858 R901 p50 
Laweon, Chri n.a.; Virginia, 1623 4283 p174 
with wife 
Lawson, Chri n.a.; Virginia, 1624 9238 p/03 
with wife 
Loreen, Christian n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1842 9307 
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Laweon, Christopher y.a.; Boston, Mass., 1620-1650 
275 p57 
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Wife: Alce n.a. 
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with wife 
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Laweea, Elizabeth 13; Philadelphia, Pa., 1820 9258 pS] 
Lawsoa, Emma 21; New York, N.Y., 1820 9258 p264 
with child 
Lawsoa, Fenton 21; New York, N.Y., 1820 9258 p264 
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Lawsoa, Henry 32; Maryland, 1775 2128 pl42 
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Lawosoa, Hugh n.a.; Virginia, 1636 2772 p200 
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Laweca, James n.a.; ia, Pa., 1852 R901 
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Lawsoa, James 20; South Carolina, 1822 9268 p5 
Lawson, James 25; New York, N.Y., 1822 9268 p38] 
Laweoa, James I 20; Charleston, S.C., 1822 9268 p69 
Lawson, Jamis Doig n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1880 A907 


Enea, Jease n.a.; Philadelphia, Pe., 1856 RIO p50 
Lawson, John p.a.; America, 1751 £222 p!163 

Lawees, John n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1849 R307 p50 
Laweoa, John n.2.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1856 S902 p50 
Lawsoa, John n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1857 R902 p50 
Laweea, John n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1865 9901 p50. 
John n.a.; Virginia, 1663-1679 P43 pl23 _ - 


Lawson, John 22; New York, N.Y., 1841 6611 p38 
. Lawnoa, John 36; Antigua (Antego), 1774 1088 p53 . 


-Cathh 34 > 
children 
John C n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1864 £301 
Jonathan n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1862 As 


S 
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Laweon, Joseph n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1831 9301 pS 
Lawson, Joseph n.a.; Philadelphia, 
Lawson, Katherine n.a.; Jamaica, 1717 1222 p]63 
Lawson, Lettice n.a.; Virginia, 1638 2773 p2h0 
Lawson, Marian n.a.; America, 1685 pt82, 
Lawson, Mary n.a.; America, 1700 1223 p90_. ; 
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a Nicholas n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1836 R907 
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Lawson, Owen n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1828 AIOl p52 


‘Lawgon, Peter Oli n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1856 2901 
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28 
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Pa., 1868 9301 p50 


pl 


Joseph n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1813 R301 p50 
Pa., 1846 9301 pS} — 


V Lawtod, Joseph 30; Mary 


" Lawten, Owen n.a.; Phi 
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Laweoa, William n.a.; Philadelphis, Pa., 1868 R901 p51 
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Laweea, William n.a.; San Francisco, Cal, 1852 
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Lawsoa, Wm n.a.; America, 1698 9151 p179 
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tevin Cornelius n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1855 9301 
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Lawtom, Eli n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa. 1872 9901 p5! 
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Lawton, G T n.a.; San Francisco, Cal., 1852 7156 p68 
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Lawtoa, Henry n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa. 1810 A302 pS. 
Lawton, Mrs. J n.a.; San Francisco, Cal., 1853 7156 
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oak J n.a.; San Francisco, Cal., 1862 7156 p67 


Lawton, J 30; Charleston, $.C., 1825 9890 p94 


Lawton, James n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1869 9201 p52 
Lawton, James 21; New Y N.Y., 1822 9268 p7/ 
Lawton, Jeremiah 21; New York, N.Y., 1822 9268 
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Vonwten, John n.a.; America, 1763 S530 p55 
Lawton, John n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa.,'1846 9301 p52 
Lawtoa, John n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1850 9307 p52 
Lawton, John n,a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1856 9301 p52 
Lawton, John n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1868 9901 p52 
Lawton, John 27; New York, N.Y., 1820 9258 p/0] ° 
Lawtoa, Jq cph n.a.; hems Te Pa., 1856 9901 p52 
land, 1329 9451 p329 
Lawton, Joscph 30; Maryland, 1774 2128 p/07 
Lawton, Mary 20; Boston, Mass., 1849 5328 p60 
Mary 20; New York, N.Y., 1823 9268 


se Matthew n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1860 R907 
ps 


Lawton, Moses n.a.; America, 1765 1227 p!/63 

ia, Pa., 1828 AIF p52 
Lawton, P 27; New York, N.Y,, 1821 9268 p! 
Lawton, Semucl n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1852 A301 p52 
Lawtos, T A n.a.; San Francisco, Cal, 1852 7156 p7] 


Lawson, Samuel n.a.; Miiladelphie Pa., 1827 9301 p31 \4 Lawton, Tho n.a.; Virginia, 1651 2772 p200 


Lawson, Sara n.a.; Virginia, 1 1223 p90 

Lawson, Stephen 25; Orleans, La., 1820 7460 
Lawson, Stephen 28; Baltimore, Md., 1822 9268 
Lawson, Susan n.a.; Virginia, 1653 27772 

Lawson, Tellet n.a.; Pennsylvania, 1773 p272 
Lawson, Thomas n.a.; Pennsylvania, 1682 2979 p638 
Laweoa, Thomas n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1812 9901 pS] 
Lawson, n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1853 9302 pS! 
Lawson, Thomas n.a.; Virginia, 1623 £272 p57 
Laweon, Thomas n.a.; Virginia, 1623 3283 p!92 
Laweon, Thomas 31; New York, N.Y., 1820 9258 p264 
Lawson, Thomas 48; Philadelphia, Pa., 1820 9258 p8/ 
Lawsoa, Thos n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1813 9901 p5! 
Lawees, Walter n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1828 9901 p52 
Laween, Walter n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1852 9901 p5i 
waes, Walter n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1854 9301 pS] 
Laween, William n.a.; America, 1768 1229 p90 
Lawson, William n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1798 9301 pS] 
Lawson, William n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1807 9304 p5! 
Lawson, William n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1835 9307 pS! 
Lawson, William n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1844 9307 p51 
Lawson, William n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1851 93907 pS! 
Lawson, William n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1855 930% pS! 
Lawsea, William n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1860 9.207 pS! 
Lawson, William n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1866 9301 psl 
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Lawtea, Thomas n.a.; 


Lawton, Thomas n.a.; or 1724 1222 p163 
: hiladelphia, Pa., 1861 93901 p52 
Lawten, Walter n.a.; Philadel ia, Pa., 1828 9302 p52 
Lawton, William n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa. 1880 9301 p52 
Lawvill, Cormick n.a.; Ph hia, Pa., 1850 A207 
52 
naiven Jos n.a.; Virginia, 1648 2772 p200 
Lax, Ann ma.; Virginia, 1731 £223 p90 
Lax, Ann n.a.; Virginia, 1732 1223 pl49 
Lax, Christian Ernst n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1792 9047 


Lax, George n.a.; America, 1744 1223 p90 

Laxgang, Loveats n.a.; Pennsylvania, 1750 4385 p9 
with wife & children 

Laxon, William n.a.; Virginia, 1606 7860 p81] 

Laxon, William n.a.; Virginia, 1607 9238 p/00 

Laxton, Sarah n.a.; Maryland, 1741 1223 p90 

Lay, Andreas n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1753 7820 p300 

Lay, Andreas n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1753 9061 p514 

Lay, Andreas n.a.; Philadelphia, Hi Ne 9041 p515 

Lay, Anne Marie n.a. SEE Lay, Josep 

La, Charles H n.a.; San Francisco, Cal., 1851 7156 p& 

Lay, Christopher 37; Philadelphia, Pa., 1732 904! p&8 

Lay, Conrad n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1855 PIOL p52 

Lay, Friderich n.a.; Philadelphia, Pa., 1753 Ws p553 


November 22, 1998 


Dear Robert, 


After talking to you last night on the phone about the order of birth of 
CWL's seven known children, I took another look at my "specufactual time line" 
and attempted to re-align it with my miscellaneous "support stuff," in order to 
determine whether I might need to "modify and adjust," as we refer to it here 
in Horry County, in the seemingly ever-changing arena of education. As you are 
well aware, I can't stand flawed, slipshod research, since there is more than 
enough of it "out there" already, so I want whatever I leave behind for future 
generations to be as accurate as I can possibly make it. With all of this in 
mind, please let me run some ideas by you for your thoughts and suggestions. 
First, when you and Tommy pored through the papers and various files at 
the Fireproof Building in Charleston some thirty years ago, I'm certain that 
no leaf was left unturned, and that between the two of you, nothing that was 
there at-the time escaped your attention. I am wondering, however, whether we 
need to see whether Someone might have donated any papers or other records since 
then--material that no one on CWL's "trail" is aware of, or has ever researched? 
Who knows what may have been added to the files in the past thirty years? There 
are all sorts of possibilities—-family collections on not only the Lawtons, but 
also the Clarks, Rippons, Winborns, and goodness knows who else. This is why I 
want to have someone go back through everything down there, and I plan to begin 
working on that project right away. 

Next, in re-reading CWL's will--the "real copy" from the State Archives--I 
see, of course, what I already knew: "my loving wife, Mary Lawton, executrix... 
and my loving son, Josiah, my- loving brother, -Isaac.Rippon, and my loving friend, 
William Maxwell, executors." 

Please correct me if I am mistaken, but does it not seem logical to assume 
from these "appointments" that Josiah. was.CWL's. oldest: child--of age in 1757, so 
borm no-later than 1736? Is it also not very logical to assume that William, Jr. 
was not of age at the time, since CWL surely would have named hime an executor 
as well, had William, Jr. been of age? I'ma "groper" in this realm of research, 
so please guide me, for I really need assistance. 

Then, also in his will, CWL goes on to say toward the end that "...it is my 
desire...that my sons Josiah and William should take the charge of the parts of 
my other four children [no daughter Beulah named], whose names are as follows, 
To Wit, Sarah, Jeremiah,.Winborn,. and Mary Lawton, until they arrive at the age 
of Nineteen years or day Of marriage, which shall first happen." 

Again, please correct me if I am mistaken, but the way I read the above is 
as follows: 


1. CWL named his children in their order of birth. 

2. Since CWL appointed him as an executor, Josiah was of age in 1757, so 
born in 1736 or before. 

3. William, Jr. probably was about 20 years old in 1757--not quite of age, 
but old enough to heip "take the charge of the parts of [the] other four 
children," so born in about 1737. 

4. Despite the fact that the year of birth on her headstone is 1739, Sarah 
was not yet 19 years old in October of 1757, so she was born in 1738 or 
before, instead of in 1739. 

5. Jeremiah, Winborn, and Mary obviously were.minors in 1757, all born well 
after the above three children--as was Joseph, of course, whose exact 
date of birth we know--October 18, 1753. 


I plan to work out a new chronology on CWL, but with the above data, I can 
see no way that Sarah could have been his oldest child. No matter which way I 
"do my dates," she comes out. being..the- third of the -four known children of CWL 


and his first wife, Mary Clark--and you know they had a child or two to die young. 


Of course, none of this has anything at all to do with our ultimate goal, 
which is to determine who the parents of CWL might have been, and as I told you 
last night, my thinking at the moment is as follows: 


He was born in South Carolina. 

His mother was a Rippon 

Thomas probably was not his father. 

He was a direct descendant of Pythagoras, with all of whose 
he was infinitely imbued. 

His birthday was July 23. 

He drives me crazy. 


Ne? 


DWN re 


"abstrusities' 


© Ol 


One last thing--where in England did the Reeve family originate? Do you have 
any "early information" on this family--like from the mid-1600's to early 1700's? 


Tt's late, so there are all of my "flying leaps into the unknown" for now. 
I will be eager to hear your responses to same. 


July 29. 1995 


Dear Reverend Peeples, 


Thank you so much for your kind letter. I am glad you enjoyed the 
presentation. I found it to be exciting to research and a 
pleasure to give. Hopefully it provided some of the same to those 


Who were there. 


Thank you, too, for the record from the Swiss church from 1655. iL 
can interpret a part of it. but I totally lose track about the 
third line. There seems to be a baptism of the child of a David 
Calame in the first part--possibly a cousin of Daniel, since his 
aunt Marie married a Calame. Can you translate the rest? What 
does it say about Daniel Robert? It is so fascinating to have 
this type of record from 340 years ago. 


As I was getting things put together for putting my presentation 
on Paper, I ran into a problem. You probably already know all of 
the answers, so I would like to pick your brain for a little 
while. It has to do with the will of William Lawton. 


WILLIAM _ LAWTON i Island, St. John’s Parish, Colleton 
Coltinty, planter. W e of my plantation during her life. 
: Jost 2 Jan : of Mr. James Cuthbert; William, other 


we 
(. half said land Zfoseph) land where I now live; Jeremiah and Winborn. 
_Daus: Sarah arnt Nrary ons: residue of estate to my children; 











possible unborn child; sons Josiah and William to ha h ra eae 
of Sarah, Jeremiah, Winborn and Mar We CHAE Se OlGRALES 







D: 9 Oct. 1757. P: 9 Dec. 1757. R: nd. p. 507. 


The birth date of Joseph Lawton is October of 1753. Yet, what the 
Will is saying is that in 1757 only his children Sarah, Jeremiah. 
Winborn and Mary are under 19, years of age. His son Joseph, then, 
was born in 1738 or before YHs“8ig not INMarry Mary (Stone ) 
Grimball until at least 1750, for her husband, Paul Grimball, did 
not die until late 1749 or early 1750. Now, if there is no young 
Joseph Grimball by the time of William Lawton’s will in 1757, was 
he born afterward? Is he that "possible unborn child" of the 
Will? We know by Susannah Winborn’s will in 1778 that indeed 
Josepn Lawton was born to her daughter Mary. Of course, if Joseph 
was born to Mary (Stone) Lawton after the date of the will--late 
1757 or 1758--we would be hard put to say he was the Joseph who 
got the land grant on the Black Swamp in 1772. He would be around 
14 years old. And he would have been only 16 when married to 
Sarah Robert. Something is not congruent here. Can you help me? 


Another question, as I try to pin down the land records of the 
Robertville area. I finally got my hands on the land records. I 
see that the other people named as joining Joseph Lawton and my 
Peter Robert were Henry Gindratt (earlier Jacob Kittles). Abraham 
Brelow, Joshua Stafford (earlier David Chaney). The land seems to 
have come earlier from a James Pace adjoining a Thomas Daniel. 

Are there records that do a better job of pinpointing where these 
other men were in relationship to what we know as landmarks today? 


Tt was a real pleasure to visit with Miss Cora while you went to 
Robertville. I hope to visit with you two again someday. though 
Hilton Head seems a half a world away from far West Texas. May 
God bless both of you. 


Sincerely, 


ran Hoerster 


Rob Crkoe 
Midland TX T9IVOD 
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" orrerawn «deca. eng: Plantar ‘Ste ‘Joun's Panton! ‘Edlsto. Is. 


Golleton County, died 9=15 Oct. 17657; marriod (1) MARY,: dau, 
of _ Jeremiah Chase. 4 children; Josiah (died unmarried), Wm; 
Jr. (died unmarried 1758), Sarah (barn 1739, died 21 October 
. 2798) married John Seabrook & left descendents > veremiah {di- 
ed unmarried before 20 May 1762); (2) c. 1745-4" pA ‘hau. of 
ff, as Winboxn, Planter, Wadmalaw Is,, Ste Jok ar 
: nborm {born Edisto Is, 1745, died James Is. Sent. 
32, 1809} married lirs. Mary Mathews (22° Auge 1749 = 10 Feb. 
1859, dau. of Jonathan Frampton) 3 ehildren: Winborn, Jr. 
(1782-24 Mar, 1861), Beulah (marricd 29 Jan. 1801 John Hugh- 
_ 98) & William, and Mary (died unmarriod); (&3)_Mrs.. MARY Sas 
(1220-7 (803) Storey widow of Paul | yimball & dae of ; Harkibd camiene pork SGeowk GS 
& Susannah s 


j22 as; S52 ek Ee Ba bios eee 2 <2 : 
Det Stere Per) = 7 . 
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| & ary 
. married) Sanmiel g, moved from Edisto Is.. to Prince Wil 
 QiLamts: Parish;. exanviiis County & died in=ESa4 Qot/Vov.1 905: | 
| JOSEPH LAWTON, born Edisto Ise 18 Oct. L783 died Mulberry Grove Plant 
, ‘ ation, Black. ‘Sw near Roberts. 5. Se.6..5 Mar. 1815) -on-. 
< ee “18 Mar. 1773 marr o0 “fborn: ‘6 Feb. 1755 St. Jane 
-. Parish, Santee, died at Transpine Plantation 6 Det. 19839, dau 
of Jacques & Sarah Jaudon, Robert, whose fathor, Pierre Rober 
Je. fled from Basle, Switzerland to S. C.-in 1686 with his - 
‘ndatting: “Rev. FLorre Robert, Freneh Huguenot. Minister) > theis 
rr. ' - eleven children were all born at Mulberry Grove. Plantation: | | 
2, WILLIAM HENRY LAWTON (born 23 Fob. 1775, died 1 Nove 1827). married- 
.' $L Oct. 1797 Catherine Maner, dau. of Capt. Wiitian & Jane. Aseneth 
May Maner; seven children. 
2. JOSEPH J. LAWTON (born 19 Aug. 1777, died 1859) marricd Phoobe (bor 
tee 6 Dec. 1781) dau. of Dr, George. Mosse (born Ireland 1742, died Blac 
Swarp, Robertville 17 Feb. 1808} & & ‘Dorothy Phoebe Norton (born, St. 





Descendants of Capt William Lawton 





1 Capt William Lawton - 1757 ’ 

iNry Cai SVATS2 May- IVyohy Store Grit bo kh 
ah: 2 Joseph Lawton 1753 - 1815 ' 
Fe cxucooll +Sarah Robert 1765 - 1839 
subansagh ooaetabeass 3 Benjamin Themistocles Dion Lawton 1782 - 1846 
esstheciMbeonatsoctet +Jane Mosse 1783 - 1857 
EP ecesxesch te castettonss 4 Mary Elizabeth Lawton 1823 - 1908 
Biatestenetitnenssaaboasettatehests +Dr Theodore Dehon Mathews 1816 - 1860 
ioe, AE OAR Rs aie 5 Florine Elizabeth Mathews 1848 - 1928 

Fea ttasoccheksoiyetensenecd potbaetacet tonaes +Henry Charles Morgan 1839 - 1910 

a rsteasickchomenonctitissed encka nee 6 Dr. Theodore Lawton Morgan 1876 - 1936 
er tetdieciersateesshtonssentbeosavantserasrarstersis +Lottie Lorena Marbut 1880 - 1965 
Se eh 2 a 7 Theodore Lawton Morgan 1918 - 
petehcbhame sve teretetoaponetenend atte tok Ceeresethatenelctens +Barbara Doris Denson 1924 - 
Lh A ARS SI AD ER 8 David Lewis Morgan 1948 - 
toleteteredilesedeadscidncivsasttencaddivpieentanshteivenssteteit onthh 8 Elizabeth Lawton Morgan 1950 - 
adblescescdphareasdstettach castous teeth anvssvsnnsdhgsiadhon tte tenstetradey sens +Robert Gustay Hagman 1975 - 
AR, Ete J Oe eee | ae a 9 Karen Ann Hagman 1975 - 
BUN steer catcher ciatnasiuacasyennssaannltecnantiomette acct octetett bias 9 Jeff Michael Hagman 1978 - 
noha eeaan bet erteetowensieoeteaiierna sev tbiane ven need ibeeniees 7 Elizabeth Estelle Morgan 1905 - 1973 
ssbtbeccougs se Rtoenostsdonabestnes tet ess nets nerveeduperennsedinecent +Nonemacher 

Ahh sschesMttencstonctehchesecs cone Motes teoskltisheccostitecsestbeaerent 8 Sherry Nonemacher 

Hea nssseMetrdisovsvnsithasterteteines teas mstthisalttetokoneds 7 Lottie Florence Morgan 1910 - 
Satetrstrecveth eset Nt hevssotekeeSbsottecatthess 6 Emmie Morgan 

sekesngetabatirtoncncettthocus Mescbendteetocesstevettte +Robert E. Lee Miller 
svictanesestestoosesdithnsbekcenstatasttestelbsecortestomestees 7 Henry Morgan Miller 

SP tt ssi idecckictenhecesdesetamtortocensthctiossteceasetets 7 Robert E. Lee,Jr. 
Besvvodttitesvesesectsveaeltecees Uttertosesiapibssasdisseiuite 7 Hugh Kenneth Miller 

bees Aabeashaore ae tt Mero MTT TPCTTG vateNtth sc dsbstciete 7 Hillary Herbert Miller 

ssa bsnagctaspnbondathests PRB tenensteenaisssonsbsiscensncsiced 7 Dorothy Miller 
sarniettetisvncebstcesesndasickesthccrasiigaists sbettibiasians 7 Clayton Preston Miller 
sdoslokcontenacbancater nastalisisasvecsedesobovessaastoeibtetvots 7 Emmie miller 

Ks sasihodtdisareRigsdsansbisnteatested otrounseaiibossibeltes 7 Marjorie Miller 

Fvi beasts cfivenensiterteaceaatns ad¥cutebessesyiotes 6 Charles Morgan 

sakiencbenedtasdbekpened eae Mittabinctvinsnavestiteeaetts +Maud Wood 

Be ob cckeonctterttntrecreiasisleativaatesomuarseciene 6 Ella Morgan 

estieen sbi taucee oc vacos Tes cosstbedsnanvenkansastengenees +Robert Vincent 

sapiavtaceatbisad ovascsdveseqnt se iiadiectedcesstvestasbeantens 7 Daniel Boscowan Vincent 

os caahsticetaneces tdi ghlansshtgtescausedicshaesscksviteecsesat 7 Robert Lawton Vincent 
GisabattarscrteSetigseabe ducinodabtembasgenceiesbeipectsibeaeste 7 Ruth Vincent 

sEaigcpeah MiascAaacn eo ateatictreebeaesevcesstbege 6 Elton Morgan 1878 - 1878 

Fecihas oelbcadcitcsiberetvascaneclyangausiedieputatte 6 Florine Elizabeth 1882 - 1924 

sodeak cdRGc ees cbse causecdecoasnasgaeets sctunssdSectuanesy +Simon Brubaker 

pibece nets dbscsipcyiethosveusteehFoessseasostolesniys 6 Ada Lawton Morgan 

Voattl pass aacenssinat Weuessagteitcausiascavlaasgretees +Charles Mellen Lynch 

Sdetestratectads evctceescaevievanbicsteaes 5 Thomas Stony Mathews 

Hi sacspa ca veitesSiaccuceratocanveess asses 5 Rebecca Mathews 

STi ssadugapriiectlecaasnicundawesyetewne 5 Clarence Mathews 

sbabavosssisvsuiicds padeeasgeeaabrtssetapto) 5 Thomas Stoney Mathews 
siscinsaasbeeebaitecGdscettscuskitcss 5 Winborn Edward Mathews 

os esnatigll va licdnccice tact ttayteasaveteys 5 Phoebe Mathews 

ee Pee 3 William Henry Lawton 1775 - 

1 re ee 3 Joseph J. Lawton 1777 - 

Bischedtaseastiek 3 Mary Lawton 1781 - 

SisethessatereAtess 3 Charlotte Anne Lawton 1785 - 

osddscititiaeeceats 3 Thirza E. Lawton 1787 - 

Siiistecsadseeacene 3 Mahali Lawton 1709 - 

sagshssceveeatlatnn 3 Alexander James Lawton 1790 - 

seibaGessejeetebeste 3 Winborn Asa Lawton 1793 - 

ssh dvevdeveasen cov’ 3 Samuel John Lawton 1796 - 

*2nd spouse of Capt William Lawton: 

. +Mary Winborn 


Descendants of Capt. William Lawton 





1 Capt. William Lawton - 1757 


. +Mary Sams TOV. 

stosattes 2 Joseph Lawton 1753 - 1815 

Mickeate Betts +Sarah Robert 1755 - 1839 

Past rcs oftnes 3 Benjamin Themistocles Dion Lawton 1782 - 1846 

Sg PR He +Jane Mosse 1783 - 1857 

Pevee thastesethocgcadeteetant 4 Mary Elizabeth Lawton 1823 - 1908 

Te Ae ee +Dr Theodore Dehon Mathews 1816 - 1860 
Bieithesthoestvssabtiorsaticteecateoe 5 Florine Elizabeth Mathews 1848 - 1928 

esetscanes cdtcavovaneaites icanstsbatetiieres +Henry Charles Morgan 1839 - 1910 

SAYOS As ecbsaaianetuce ieacasien tethelestieseavieons 6 Dr. Theodore Lawton Morgan 1876 - 1936 
beScavestaaceezehasiacobennsavsdBPapencnsenatabcvessurent +Lottie Lorena Marbut 1880 - 1965 

S jasduescassbiecasuakouananisessttsoqechvastansascobnacsipisnice 7 Theodore Lawton Morgan,Jr. 1918 - 
seaaneasepvaiids apenven eaten ed pedpebbonsieuteaineiatatbacsnabebees +Barbara Doris Denson 1924 - 
Enacebesdncdaitsos consesdecaon’ scetthobpaen tisccsnsdlvenctssctiapertsoncn ste 8 David Lewis Morgan 1948 - 
He cis Wie ER accsetiss action on Sibetagavabtdageeasseavatioendadpadcshiseionsh 8 Elizabeth Lawton Morgan 1950 - 
L epeantetthneson ten teres tteendeateeh Gis stienelbeltscegpaacbasesaeeatbaakeed +Robert Gustav Hagman 1950 - 
sdeiiceectnestatintes benesnesnetediatsstibsanssduasissnsdeiigasachesepapeitterteritnn 9 Karen Ann Hagman 1975 - 
Lb SEE uokasinensnsevtictiostesicnst Setsreonteaboceseonsdudsrensestuaaseeisthdevtreiae 9 Jeff Michael Hagman 1978 - 
Ae eo ee Ce ea 7 Elizabeth Estelle Morgan 1905 - 1973 
A ee i te A 9 SRO rt Bs +Nonemacher 

Sete RR at cola hats on tts atte Ritanenscensiveasseseatedeseeneti lakes 8 Sherry Nonemacher 
sobacocttsaesctacstidefinssisasehvsehastvessesessetbchtpeanicecs 7 Lottie Florence Morgan 1910 - 
sssaeebebsccssoksaet Seeeetesdaveeabbahensastagecseses 6 Emmie Morgan 
sUusaibecssicssvapuatestvaiaateceereeceesteesteessacacess +Robert E. Lee Miller 

Byats ins fascasdentgert aslusdatauasvactapeieretanstiauiea otitis 7 Henry Morgan Miller 

Mies Ta wasteulisiesTesseescoussdezeachedbessivossibsvedeceepens 7 Robert E. Lee Miller, Jr. 
sUcinbinanbiaduisnsnascteecabescestssicerbasceteeivdesesissoties 7 Hugh Kenneth Miller 

DEE sss ccapanautancavercaredesaashctbsseomtevssenateentioes. 7 Hillary Herbert Miller 

Wh cs ovetbe sasiahscuscassncascanapbeagacsuteettesttscsdeateates 7 Dorothy Miller 
bevsitDnatansesetsdackgebduavotscnshardtenssbttoscecaniansecsssees 7 Clayton Preston Miller 

Wee cssisesvdestctevctVenteBoasddtecéoadvsdepesssndvasencsiees 7 Emmie Miller 
Esupucvnckaiatsansninytoquiebsotessestentoavsuisegtetasinesens 7 Marjorie Miller 
ssdbbosacousussdesdesdbercnevescsaceauseeeibcdesttes 6 Charles Morgan 
Sssdntbasetssceceseadsccsseswyopoceabpsaeayeoatabecssepep +Maud Wood 
‘Bsusdsangessertosedessiesdovasdacpiiarostedssaces 6 Ella Morgan 

sstvardasctbsttndcabavesgassesuiatescd tecnisevkscbessute +Robert Vincent 

sscugsabesantsadsestte trea iortaucscrattcxeilescatyseleviscassies 7 Daniel Boscowan Vincent 
SasssssdupeTeswed veinlosttsvetieuasgieprackiantyeatsanucthes 7 Robert Lawton Vincent 
sisnusgperabseabassuusbssppaeetoccsrtroger tarstuasncevenh one ONs 7 Ruth Vincent 

Lessee ooanas\iciveqtibotsBetbeanusiseiecicet 6 Elton Morgan 1878 - 1878 
vsuadsthvansvecSphonssepbadndsbasedeervesspavesieeds. 6 Florine Elizabeth 1882 - 1924 

ba ssitsssosnsusvavenasocasneGonsbutnudecsetacsboseuce +Simon Brubaker 

san agavenacnteincsasuconsiugteertetesckinsecversreat 6 Ada Lawton Morgan 

a besietazenspdisnssebsateitvctedaradh onannsesSehtheos +Charles Mellen Lynch 

Beets sitosonechconconst Retaesenasisiit 5 Thomas Stony Mathews 

i ne et +Helen Gwynn 

| ee eee) eS 5 Rebecca Mathews 

Le eassettteetoacectphcebereeNeReaeeses 5 Clarence Mathews 

Ro rae Se ee ence 5 Thomas Stoney Mathews 

Mins skies acs ckst cites esst satiate 5 Winborn Edward Mathews 

ssGEasspicduass sak tgsPDEIGUasve becouse 5 Phoebe Mathews 

svaasenctasscappassbesseterteckestpeaisees 5 Theodore Dehone Mathews II 1884 - 

oascghists vcsseees 3 William Henry Lawton 1775 - 

Reedessnssieiasses 3 Joseph J. Lawton 1777 - 1827 

Pet bs Pere +Phoebe Mosse 1781 - 

sap buanseedbannsers 3 Mary Lawton 1781 - 

spascsinslecsi ates 3 Charlotte Anne Lawton 1785 - 

Psdesveuspicstetich 3 Thirza E. Lawton 1787 - 

pie te epatesiees 3 Mahali Lawton 1709 - 

sseandbseeea gadis 3 Alexander James Lawton 1790 - 

ere. reer 3 Winborn Asa Lawton 1793 - 

i ipessseeCoatunss 3 Samuel John Lawton 1796 - 

° spouse of Capt. William Lawton: 

 +Mary Clarke 

lett 2 JR. William 

ee ie 2 Sarah B. 1798 - 

Srdyscsteies +John Seabrook 

seecese devsesecers 3 Jeramiah 

* Jel spouse of Capt. William Lawton: 

. +Mary Winborn 

‘auiiesss 2 Jr. Winborn 1782 - 

aveane 2 Beulah 
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Le br Or falesbar Lane. 
alee ale Kee Repeater 6s perl raves ym ona ditte 


WILLIAM HENRY LAWTON, SR. (02/23/1775-11/14/1827) 
HUSBAND OF 
CATHARINE (NMN) MANER (05/01/1777-11/30/1842) 


William Henry Lawton, Sr. was born 02/23/1775 at Mulberry Grove Plan- 
tation, his parents' home at Robertville, SC, and died 11/14/1827 at Black 
Swamp Plantation, his own home, also at Robertville, SC. He was the second 
of twelve known children born to Joseph (nmn) Lawton (born 10/18/1753 at 
Edisto Island, SC, died 03/05/1815 at Mulberry Grove Plantation, his home 
at Robertville, SC) and Sarah (nmn) Robert (born 02/06/1755 at Saint James 
Parish, French Santee, SC, died 10/06/1839 at Transpine Plantation, in the 
present-day community of Garnett, SC). Joseph and Sarah Robert Lawton were 
married 03/18/1773 at Stoney Creek, near Yemassee, SC. They are buried side 
by side in the Lawton Family Plot at Robertville Baptist Church Cemetery, in 
Robertville, SC. 

William Henry Lawton, Sr. married, 10/31/1797,:-at Robertville, SC, 
Catharine (nmn) Maner (born 05/01/1777 on the Capt. William Maner Plantation 
near Robertville, SC, died 11/30/1842 at Black Swamp Plantation, also in 
Robertville, SC). Catharine was the first of seven known children born to 
Capt. William (nmn) Maner (born 12/01/1754, probably in Bertie Co., NC, died 
08/24/1819 on his plantation near Robertville, SC) and Capt. William Maner's 
first wife, Jane Asenath May (born 05/ /1761, probably in Pitt Co., NC, died 
06/08/1804 on the Capt. William Maner Plantation, near Robertville, SC). Capt. 
William and Mary Asenath May Maner were married 02/26/1776, exact place not 
known. They are buried side by side in the Maner-Lawton Family Plot at Bostick 
Cemetery, near Garnett, SC. William Henry and Catharine Maner Lawton, Sr. are 
buried with them in the same plot. 

It is difficult to determine exactly how many children William-Henry and 
Catharine Maner Lawton had, since at least four or five apparently died young 
and are buried in a single grave beneath a marker that has sunk into the earth 
and can not easily be read. According to the best available research efforts 
and source information, however, there were at least twelve children in all, 
whose known names and dates are as follows: 


TOMMY AND ROBERT--PLEASE HELP ME ARRANGE THESE "YOUNG'UNS"! 


Lé William Henry Lawton, Jr.--the first by that name--died 07/18/1799, ages 
11 months, thus born in about August of 1798. 


a Joseph Maner Lawton, Sr.--born 08/27/1800, died 12/05/1862. 
3 Sarah Asena Lawton--born 02/09/1803, died 07/28/1847. This may not be 
her correct "slot," since one of the other children could have been born 
sometime in 1801 or 1802. 
4. Eliza Lawton--born apparently in 1807, died 03/09/1845. Same as the above 
Situation. 
5. Jane Hannah Lawton--no dates available 
6. William Henry Lawton, Jr.--the second by that name--died 09/03/1817, age 
unknown. 


7 Elizabeth Lawton--no dates available. 
8. Catherine A. Lawton--born in May, year unknown, died 09/10/1810. 
9. Thomas Lawton--born in 1821, exact date unknown, died in 1844, exact date 


unknown. 
O. William John Lawton--born 10/24/1824, died 02/08/1912. 
1. Unknown child, buried in the grave with three siblings, two of them #'s 


1 and 8 above. 
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living when he antnessed have Some other record? 

: .° J ts notes. YOu are so 
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Will Aeep On OSs ted notes vou 


- _ pepe dee All liv 
<9 order to be bg tl Wig 20 be ie wing lollected bits and 
YETEUSS wus WLU’ G aT leon: - 
s Thomas Winborn lived on Wadmalaw Is. when he married the widow Susannah 
carriere Stone 1740. We know that Susannah was born 1703, married John 
—stone and had Mary Stone c. 1720 (maybe 1722 for her father John d. L723Xx. 
~ Susannah ? Thomas Winborn had a daughter Susannah Winborn, (known to have 
been born 1742, married Daniel T° wmsend who thus became brother-in-law to 
CWL! BUT, Thomas Winborn of Wadmalaw had grown children when he married wido 
Susannah (then 37 with a 20 yr Old dauschter Mary); THIS Thomas Winborn was 
»father Of CWL's 2nd wife! You can draw a chart if you like but this is the 
way it was. CWLm. c. 1745 Mary Winborn and had son Winborn Lawton b. 1745 
On wndisto Is. On the Tilley property which CWL had just acquired. Unless [I 
am mistaken, JOhn Stone d. On Wadmalaw Is. Or JOhn's Island. This is all 
trong evidence that CWL did not resige on Edisto until after he bought 
-‘the’ Tilley property. Think about it. 

In the Carriere/Stone notes in SCHistoricalin which David Ferguson & 
Samuel Jones renounce being Executors Of estate Of John Carriere; it is 
witnessed oy Eph MikejaL, Wm LAYTON, Wm Williams, Thomas Nash & Wm Nash. 

COuld this be LAWTON? (2) There was a Robert LAYTON who arrived Aug. 16% 


{ on the Shiv Blessing but I know nothing of his family if he had one. 


















Tames MAXWELL was =xecutor of 15 June 1729 Will of John Colwell of 
St. *hilints Parish. On 7 June 1731 JAMES MAXWELL was called Racine a 
1 in Will of Francis Simons, Oo Co. planter. NO Maxwell in SC before 


1700. 0 RIPON/RIPPON, either RY 
Wy ‘Tiss Cora and I always enjov hoaring from you. Keep uv the ppcd work, 
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| Estill Man To Be 
Candidate For 


State Sen atori? (Jp le State: South Carolina's Largest Newspaper 


= 





, T ; 
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i | . 
_ ESTILL, Feb. 24 (Special)—W. A. 
(Streak) Lawton of Estill an- 
nounced today that he would be 
a candidate for state senator from 
Hampton County in the Democratic 
Primary this summer. 

-An honor graduate of Clemson 
College in 1937, Mr. Lawton has 
made his home in Estill sincé 1946, 
when he purchased the C. M. Clarke 
Oil Company and which he now | 
operates as the Lawton: Oil Com- 
bany, distributors of petroleum 
products in Hampton, Allendale and 
Jasper Counties. 

In making his announcement, 
Mr. Lawton said he was offering 
for state senator “entirely on my 
own” and that, if elected, he in- 
tends to serve “for the best in- | 5 
terests of all of the citizens of|! 
Hampton County and the State of 
South Carolina.” 

_ “I have no commitments or obli- 
gations to any individual or group 
and I feel that the future of Hamp- 
‘ton County will be one of expan- 
sion and development provided 
pnest, progressive and intelligent : . Ade e: Roe ec ne 
leadership is available to guide aes ee: ae | Rare eee e Liam os SS. | RRR Ss cs ae 
and direct the future of the coun- ee he EO ph aie PEE a 

ty,” he said. : 


Be OME Stone was \borhot, Fras. | HAMPTON SENATOR SWORN IN: Hampton County’s new State House Jast week. Accompanying Senator L 


Realy 


Pen, 


i 
se : A. I nm ill, i ing sworn in watch him take the oath of office are Mrs. Lawt 
burn, Ky., on May 15, 1915, the son |fgm| Senator, W. A. Lawton of Estill, is shown being swort 
f Tressa Stokes and the late Dr. 


_ by Secretary y of State O. Frank Thornton, center, in the their children. (Munn-Teal Photo). ty We2.lilee —— 
Laney. . Lawton, As a boy, he worked | ' ha ; 

in the mines of West Virginia, He iff : 

entered Clemson in the fall of 1933 

and was a star back on the football 

team. fier graduation, he taught , 

land coached at Walterboro High 





School. He was later teacher, coach, 


principal and superintendent of 
Olympia Schools in Columbia, 
1 Sear 





7 Pitt Street 
Charleston, So. Carolina 


April ck, 1938 
My dear Cousin Florrie, 


Your letter was here when 1 arrived back in Charleston 
after a short Laster visit to Estill. I trust you will therefore 
understand and pardon my apparent delay in answering it and thanking 
you sincerely for the photograph of my great-grandfather, George 
kKhodes. You know, Aunt Mamie, Aunt Rosa, Cousin Alice (Rhodes Mo bey) 
bllis and Il are arranging a reunion of his descendents on dune 19th 
at his old homestead. It's quite a job getting in touch with so many 
people but we are enjoying it. By the way, Thomas Khodes, father of 
mon. George Khodes, had two uncles and some aunts who came to South 
Carolina a few years before he did, John and Nathaniel khodes being 
the two uncles. Do you have any information concerning their families 
or those of the aunts? George khodes was reared by his aunt, Mrs. 


Janes £ringle of Charleston. Do you know the whys and wherefores of 
that situation? 


From your letter I am unable to understand whether or 
not we are descended from John Lawton who married Anne Montagu or 
from his brother, William Lawton. In our family tree I believe one 
doseph Lawton married Sarah kobert. His father was Cant. William 
Lawton who warried Mary Winborn.- Are these two William's the same? 
Unfortunately, I have not the names of the 21 children of John Lawton 
and Anne Montagu but 1 can give you the names of all the children 
of Hester Longville (daughter of Sir. Edward Longville, Baronet, of 
N.S.) and Wm. Lawton, of Lawton Hall in Cheshire. They are: 


1.dohn Lawton, of Lawton, who married Anne Montagu; 21 children. 
2eWilliam Lawton 

&.thomas Lawton 

4.halph Lawton 


9-Clare Lawton, who married Wm.Trafford of Swithamley, com. Strafford. 
6-Hester Lawton, who married xichard Chureh of Tunstall, cam. Salop. 
7-thilisia Lawton, who married Fr. Hollinshead of Whillot, in com. 
Cest.One daughter, Frances, married Peter Broke. 
8.Margaret Lawton, who married Charlwood Lawton of Northton 
(wonder what Lawton family this is?) 
who married James Chetham Of Mellor, com. Derby. 
who married dohn Bowyer of Turnhurst, com. Stafford 


Ll xnow nothing of the 
have quite a bit concerning the fam 
Please show me the exact descent fr 
Sarah Hobert in your next letter. 


9-Hlizabeth Lawton, 
10.Catherine Lawton, 


previous family of Wm. Lawton but 
ily of his wife, Hester Longville. 
om these two to Joseph Lawton and 


Cousin Florrie, although J] sincerely enjoy the small 
amount of looking around I do in the field of genealogy, I probably 
shall never attempt it as a profession. However, 1 have in my poss- 
ession a very valuable book of genealogy which is probably otherwise 
non-existent in America. 1t is absolutely authentic and therein lI 
have found the above information. It was published at Oxford in 1775 
and traces a great many families back to the 1300's. Beg gee OF ee” 
rarity and in consideration of the cost of it, I am loathe ) 

9) 





away the great store of information contained therein. What do you 
advise me to do? From it I can trace our ancestry back to 1400, 


showing our relationships with some of the greatest houses of Eng- 
land. ‘ | 


tl am sending you herein a list of the 17 children of 
Hon. George khodes and his two wives: Thirza Evelina and Eliza 


Jane KHobert. I wish you'd write me any personal information you 

have concerning George Khodes, other than his signing Secession 
Ordinance and being 50 years a deacon at Lawtonville. Do you happen 
to «now anything concerning his ante-bellum vlantation home, the 
number of slaves he owned, etc.? I have. been requested to write a 
paper on his life to read at the reunion and although I have a great 
deal already, I should lixe some personal details. 


Well, Cousin Florrie, I am unusually busy at present 
because of the Dramatic Socekty's play, "She Stoops to Conquer" in 
which 1 am playing the role of Sir Charles Marlowe. It will be given 
in the Dock Street Theatre Friday and Saturday nights as part of the 
Azalea Festival. Sunday afternoon I'm singing in the St. Matthew 
Passion by Bach at St. Philips Church and Monday I'm leaving for 
Philadelphia, for a vocal audition at the Curtis Institute of Music. 
However, I shall be back here by Friday or Saturday and hope to 
have another letter from you oy that time. 


aa he 


Robert Enting-Howard Peevles 


RICHARD W. PRICE & ASSOCIATES 
Genealogical Services 

57 West South Temple Suite 350 

P.O. Box 11980 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84147 

(8O1) 551-0920 





10 March 1989 


Mr. Paul Lawton 

c/o Socastee High School 
4900 Socastee Blvd. 

Myrtle Beach, SC 29577-9301 


Dear Paul, 


Well, here it is at long last! I hope that you enjoy this initial 
phase of research. It is very supportive to all the questions that 
you have asked and I believe that an outline of what needs to be 

done is well designed. As you expected this initial phase did not 
afford the opportunity to get into alot of research due to the review 
that was necessary by Mr. Price of previous research. However, many 
decisions were made regarding the work of Dr. Dodd and the documents 
you provided. 


You will note that throughout the report are questions that are needing 
to be answered. Please review these and provide what you do know and 
we will not start further research until that is accomplished. 


I meet with Tommie on Thursday, March 16 at 4PM. I have forwarded his 
copy of the report with yours in the mail as it seemed reasonable that 


you both would want to discuss its contents and forward any questions 
on to me at that time. 


I look forward to hearing from you and talking with Tommie. Please 
note that I have a new telephone number 703-241-0590 which will be 


call forwarded during my trip to Salt Lake City. I arrive there on 
March 27. 


Very sincerely, 


Andrea Osinchak 
Research Consultant 


A 
ACO: aco 
enclosures 
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RICHARD W. PRICE & ASSOCIATES 


Genealogical Services 

57 West South bemiple Suite 350 

OO. Box ELO&O | 

Salt Lake City Utah 84147 . 
BOLI S ( a C 


4 MARCH 1989 





Many hours have been invested reviewing all of the 
genealogical material supplied us on the LAWTON family of Edisto 
Island, South Carolina. Once this review was undertaken, we 
proceeded to conduct what research was possible with the 
remaining time. It is evident that the research performed in 
pouth Carolina records is thorough. There is no reason for 
further research there, with perhaps one exception, 


Indication was made that there was a Thomas LAWTON who came 





into South Carolina from Middlesex, England. Is this true? If 





SD 


ae 
“yas od so, it is very possible that he was related _to Captain William. 
onc’ y be SS eNO ee 


fot fed, Can you please supply us with more information on any other 
Sas ohm 


£ noth "4 LAWTONs who came into the area independent of Captain William. 
ols¢ A : 

veups PF 

up necessary. 





NS ee 
ee we ee ee 


pp ‘Ire there is no such data, further work in American sources is not 


It 1s doubtful that Captain William was the one found by Dr. 
ec. 
fof Dodd at Church Lawton, son of Thomas LAWTON. It appears that he 
| had the lead/hypothesis/tradition that the family came from 


Church Lawton. I do not doubt that your ancestors probably 





Lt 
ae ore originated in that parish, but not necessarily, or even likely, 
J } 0 a eee nen oe ena ans teeth naa alla 
in the e Seventgenth century, The noble family of Church LAWTON 
has been studied aint compiled in a very thorough way, as are most 
families of such social class. If there was a link to the 
Colonies, it would likely have been known by the compiler. It is 
dene! very unlikely that the eldest son of a _ wealthy n man (William, son 
efi* —_——_— ———— . ee 
A } 
yw Mast al re d pit on 
7 have as \° 
L 2d 


of Thomas) would have left his inheritance in England to his 
younger brothers and come to America. 

There is little doubt that Captain William was a man of 
wealth. He must have brought some of this wealth with him from 
England. It is safe to conclude that he was of the upper 
economic classes, for he was also well-educated, but not that he 
was part of “the” LAWTONs of Church Lawton. The only indication 
of a link to Church Lawton is the snuff box and tradition that .. 


»gpier. was of that family. The tradition is nothing more than that. 
ade ea Re eee ee 
the’ Pet There is no distinct indication that Captain William left Chur 

feo! 


nis el Lawton and moved to South Carolina. Captain William probably 
came from the area of Cheshire/Staffordshire/Lancashire for two 
reasons. 
First, tradition that there was correspondence with the 
= LAWTONs of Cheshire for a few generations after Captain William's 
this emigration is evident, but vague. Do you have access to any 


n ro in™ * 
p 


ete’ correspondence with the LAWTONs of England prior to 1800? If so, 
f it would be very beneficial to have the details. 

A review of what is known about Captain William is given 
here. He was the first LAWTON on Edisto Island, and likely the 
immigrant from England, and father of all Southern LAWTONs. He 
Co ore 1 84 married first about 1733-34 to Mary, daughter of Jeremiah CLARK, 


i¢ 
at! who was born in 5.C. Hence it is safe to conclude that they were 


a married in 5.C., probably on Edisto Island, Colleton County. 
dort eae Mary ? 

ph het BE Their first son Josiah was born 1735-36, second son William 
seo Jr. born about 1736, third son Jeremiah born about 1738, and 


yvarah born 1739. William then married Mary WINBORN 1743-44 and 


in Mag. of 
had children Winborn and Mary. He married thirdly about 1751 to 


Mary STONE GSAMS* GRIMBALL and had one final child Joseph, who 
was born on Edisto Island 18 Oct 1753. 

The importance of all this is the name Josiah. The other 
children were named for their mother’s relatives, but Josiah, 
Sarah and Joseph may have been names that came from the LAWTON 


sees family. This is especially true for Josiah. The eldest son in 


a." English and Chesapeake families was usually named for the 
father’s father. Dr. Dodd indicated to you that the English have 
no such traditions, citing his own child-naming practices as 
evidence. 

My master’s thesis, compiled in 1987, studied child-nar | 
in English families and other studies have been made of such 
traditions of families in the Chesapeake. Both studies indicat - 
- the eldest son was usually named for his father’s family, most 


often for the father’s father and secondly for the father. Since 


William’s second son was_ named for him _(typical naming pattern), 








{ ag it is safe to conclude that the first son Josiah was named for 


ae ee er es ee 


oe eee mga Dy 


his father’s family as well. 





The task, then, 1: is t to find the t birth _of a William LAWTON int 


ee ee cre RT 





Tater England, between 1690 and 1717, whose father, brother, or perhaps 


“a a so)! ee ck ee ley eee ea a une, 


Fe iy "(for OO uncle or grandfather was named Josiah. We would also look for 


t He phe a Joseph in the family, but Josiah is the: key because he was the 
ane 
eee yeldest son and because the name is so unusual. The name of 
a“ 
pe Hoot” 2 113°: 
pnle % a" in 
pr aries tied to religious non-conformity. Captain William affiliated 
the ! 


Josiah is rarely found in English families except those strongly 


with the Anglican, Presbyterian, and perhaps Quaker and Huguenot 


WS faiths on Edisto Island. It is most likely that he was of 


fee: 


TOE be 


we’ 


Anglican leanings, hence not a non-conformist. 

An exception to the statement that Josiah is uncommon is in 
the north midlands of England. The name Soalen was found 
occasionally in the Cheshire-Lancashire- Bye tense serene 
area. This knowledge we had from working on other families in 
the area is also borne out by searches in the 1988 IGI. 

In Staffordshire the family of Newcastle-Under-Lyme was 
already known by you, and proposed as a possible ancestral 
family. It is close to Church Lawton which is supportive. In 
Dobcross, Saddleworth, Yorkshire the name Josiah LAWTON is ve: 
common. Your family may well have originated in Saddleworth : 
enclosed Archive Family Group sheets, as well as IGI entries). 

Several wills have been read on the family (enclosed 
documents 8-11), but nothing conclusive has come of those 


searches. The will for Josiah LAWTON of Dobcross, 1727, could 


Lt not be found in either the infra or supra wills. TI need to 


ee ee 


check again more thoroughly to locate it. It is possible that it 


—_—eeme- =e eee meee ene Cee —_——! 


four®’ a) a “was missed in the microfilming. If so, we can send to England 


nece>” 


mie ad a for for it. 


Erg rfl 


There are about twenty christenings in the IGI for William 
LAWTONs who could be your ancestral Captain William (see those 
highlighted in yellow on documents 4-6). No immediate link with a 
Josiah is evident yet, but we have the following leads. 

-Josiah was a name used by the Newcastle family 1687-1829 at 
least 

-Over 20 Josiah LAWTONs appear in Saddleworth, York. This 


needs to be thoroughly investigated. Probates for that area need 





to be considered. 
-~We need to check the Lancashire IGI for Josiah LAWTON 
-A Josiah LAWTON was married at Southwark, London in 1682. 


This is a perfect date for the marriage of William’s father. We 





+ 
. yr ce need to seek the children of this Josiah (on. archive sheet) to 
¢ © | 
Londen ally see if there was a William. This is especially appealing if 
t 
(0 yc 


cours log there was a LAWTON from Middlesex who went to South Carolina as 
| is mentioned above. 

Comments on some of your questions are given here. It is 
not very likely that Captain William would have been involved in 
the English Army. He was likely young - early twenties whe’ 
emigrated - and would not have had time to enlist in the Eng 
army. He was a Lieutenant and Captain for Edison Island becau- 
it was a needed service, not likely because he had any training 
in the English military. | 

LAWTON is an English name. Cheshire does border Wales and 
there are many Welsh in Cheshire and Cheshire people residing in 
northern Wales. However, it is recommended that we stick with the 
J ug Cheshire-Lancashire-Staffordshire-Yorkshire families for the time 
being. 

It is assumed that there is no link with the New England 
family, but have not looked into it. Josiah is a typical New 


, England given name, so it is possible, especially since there 











ie were Rhode | Island families moving back and forth between S.C. and 
whef NP eee Ge ne er es 
, R.I. The , William LAWTON who went from New England to Charleston 
Wen ‘4 : i ee en 
Vea is certainly a possibility. The snuff box, though not 


necessarily a direct link to Captain William, does suggest 


<< Cheshire connections rather than New England ones. We could seek 





a Josiah LAWTON in New England IGI for a possible link. 


ia We can look into the Barbados possibility - connecting with 


48 \a 
font the REEVE family. We need to search the Calendar of State Papers — 


'- Colonial Series for more clues on this line. 


Manor court rolls 
ony af 


4 
nylon be of no value until we have a specific parish identified. 
0% 


will) “pe Fev could assist in Church Lawton, but have already been used, 


i an as evidenced in the LAWTON pedigrees. Lawton was lord of the 
ie © manor there. 
Thomas LAWTON of Middlesex came to &.C. Jan-Feb 1724 from 
England, according to a note that was attached to your file 

r can look into the records of the ship ANNE, Tom Wrangham be:. 
fc the master. We need to consult the Citizens of epaen pedigr 
ae wre and Boyd’s burials and London probate records to see if there 
fothe or van ,be such a link. 


eee * 


die 7 lan 
ae 
rg Oe 0 ofS Name spelling was inconsequential in the seventeenth century. 
tf 
cf wt 


a ae William LAWTON was literate and very well-read. However, 


pine’ ag, 
orm most people could not even spell their own names. The name in 
bee? 


We aire —— was spelled LAWTON, LAUGHTON, LAWTEN, LOTON, LOWTEN, 
0 fe 


poe J LAUTON, LAUGHTONN, LAWHTON, LOUGHTON, and LOWTON. © The surname’s 


oi aye : origin can be studied for you, but it is recommended that this 


pe + 
gee seen wait for further research. Your family acquired the name because 
ne 


they were residents of the parish of LAWTON, probably in the 


fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. 


fter Further research will follow suggestions made above. ” We 
. # 
ea ee i dropping Dr. Dodd’ s link in Church Lawton. "We need to 
} ro’ we eee ee re ee ee wee ewe ee “nt ee 1+ See. bo ee aes Ae ~~ SL OO es ee ey 
 ° § 
113 


the of We study Omerod'’s work more closely. Your "Staffordshire Trial 


2 eS EE - eNe F- 


of Bed af Chart is appealing and very possibly is ancestral. 
@9f 


th Vo. ils 
ore hee ff §t with a? ones 
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ae $ 50 - 
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An item of great interest is William’s brother-in-law Isaac 
RIPPON. Do you know who this man was? 


How was he related and 
where did he live? Perhaps determining the place of origin of 
“oh Jeremiah CLARK, William’s father-in-law, will assist in 
‘eo wa determining the LAWTON origins 
por 


Further research will follow steps suggested above. 


We _need_ 
, bet to consult the marriage — indexes of Cheshire and Staffordshire 
Lr nee 
peli?” papel 


om ete 


mespecially for Josiah LAWTON entries. 
") for 


no! 


Further analysis of 
PoC probate and parish records is in order for the localities 
w 
yf 10 [dt Fs eatdoned above 
eel . : 


pur’"jied Research will continue at your direction 
ef 
haw pot 
at 


yn diet 


We are excit 
gee Gest 


about the possibilities of linking Captain William LAWTON to 
h- Josiah LAWTON in England. 


Richard W. Price M.A. 
— Accredited Genealogist 


Ne 








SOCASTEE HIGH SCHOOL 


HIGHWAY 707, BOX 90 
MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA 29577 





J. ROBB SLEETER, JR. 
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 


“THE BRAVES" 
(803) 293-1717 


30 July 89 


Dear Robert, 

Enclosed is my check for the updated edition of Our Family Circle, which you sent tio 
me last week. I have always treasured my original copy of this book, and now, with all 
your new data and annotations, it is all the more priceless. Thank you so much for this 
new edition--and for all your wonderful addenda. 

I enjoyed chatting with you yesterday--as always--and look forward to future visits 
over the phone. Your information on my Smith line was most helpful, and I spent most of 
the evening after supper familiarizing myself with each generation. 

I could kick myself for not telling you about Thomas Lawton years ago. I've known 
about him since about 1981, I suppose, and simply assumed you also knew about him. As I 
mentioned, Tommy had run across this 1724 Thomas Lawton years previously, so again, I just 
knew that y'all (you and Tommy) had researched this possibility for Capt. William Lawton's 
father thoroughly, and had eliminated him. Owell, at least now we will soon know who he 
was--or at least I hope we will. 

As for the Rippon connection, do keep in mind what I told you about Isaac--my hunch 
that there might have been another, older Isaac Rippon, possibly a brother of Edward. It 
just makes no sense at all to me that a man in his 40's or 50's would refer to someone in 
his early 20's as "my loving brother,"' unless in fact, there had actually been a blood 
relationship. At this point, the only thing that seems logical to me is that William and 
Isaac were half-brothers, William's mother having married as her second or third husband 
a Rippon, by whom she had children. Another possibility is that Edward's second wife was 
William's sister. Mrs. Moore was able to determine that Edward married three times, but 
she was never able to determine the names of the first two wives--just that the first 
wife was Ann. According to Mrs. Moore, this Ann was Isaac's mother, so perhaps I need 
to have Richard Price research her a bit. Let me know your thoughts on all this. 

Again, Robert, thanks for all your wonderful information and assistance. Oh-and 
as soon as I have time, I will retype the Edings genealogy and return your copy, as well 


as a retyped copy. 


Give my love to Miss Cora, and stay in touch. aA p jt) 


: a a 


ACCREDITED BY THE SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS 


LAW OFFICES 


THOMAS O. LAWTON, JR. 
TELEPHONE 803/584-3838 
ALLENDALE, SOUTH CAROLINA 29810 


402 MEMORIAL AVENUE POST OFFICE BOX 646 


August 2, 1989 


Mrs. Mildred Brownlee The Reverend Robert Peeples 

907 North Harper Street 8 Moon Shell Road 

Laurens, South Carolina 29360 Hilton Head, South Carolina 29928 
Mr. Richard Price Mr. Paul Lawton 

Post Office Box 11980 217-A Cimmeron Country Towne 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84147 Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 29575 


Dear Folk: 


Sorry I do not have time for a real letter! I am enclosing 
two (2) copies of memoranda from Paul Lawton, one consisting of 
five (5) different items and one on miscellaneous notes on the 
Rippons. 


Also enclosed are copies of Chains of Title on Captain William 
Lawton's two (2) Edisto Island Plantations that I researched. Paul 
already has a copy: 


Besides Captain Lawton's parentage, it would be interesting to 
learn: 


1. Where his great wealth came from? (He was in the 
top one percentage of wealth in the colony.) 


2. What his relationship with Isaac Rippon was? 


3. Who is buried in the cemetery besides Lawtons and 
Seabrooks? (I think there must have been a connection 
nahin him and The Reverend William Tilly, the previous 
owner. 


4. As to William Lawton's age, my recollection (my main 
files are at home) is that under South Carolina Militia 
Law$, he would have been between 18 and 60 in order 
to serve in the Militia. 


Best wishes to everyone and good luck! 


Singerely, 
len, fae 


TOLJUr/edw 
Enclosures 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTES ON THE RIPPONS: TO BE ATTACHED TO THE CHRONOLOGICAL COMMENTARY ON 
CAPTAIN WILLIAM LAWTON 


How could Isaac Rippon have been Capt. William Lawton's "loving brother"? There are at 
least five possible explanations to account for this puzzling relationship, the first two 
highly unlikely, but never the less worth considering, if only momentarily. 


Religious--a "brothers-in-Christ" sort of relationship: This is a very unlikely exp lan- 
ation, even though it is known that Capt. William Lawton and Isaac Rippon were both at 
the same time closely associated with--and possibly members of--the same church (the 
Presbyterian) at Edisto. (See the 04/15/1755 inclusion in the "Chronology" for a good 
example of this association.) Anything is possible, of course, but a "loving brother" 
relationship through the Church is quite implausible, particularly in view of the age 
difference between William and Isaac, the former at least forty-three years old when 

he died in 1757 (if born in 1714 or earlier, as Miss Mabel Webber believed), the latter 
only about twenty-three years old at that time (if born Cc. 1734, as Mrs. Caroline Moore 
believed). In this context of the Church, what are the chances that a man in his forties 
(very possibly in his fifties) would have referred to a young man half his age (possibly 
less) as a "loving brother"? To say the least, the chances are extremely remote, so the 
"religious theory" is almost definitely OUT. 

Military--a "big brother" or "buddy system" sort of relationship originating in Capt. 
William Lawton's military regiment: This explanation is all but (if not in fact) begging 
the question, and practically inventing a means of establishing a "brotherly relation- 
ship" between William and Isaac, but in view of the almost total absence of known facts 
about a Lawton-Rippon connection, all things (both known and inferred) must be considered. 
One of the numerous problems with this "military theory" is that there is no evidence-- 
not so much as the merest suggestion, in fact--that Isaac Rippon even served in the mili- 
tary, let alone in the same regiment with Capt. William Lawton. Like the “religious 
theory," the "military theory" is almost definitely out. 

Marriage--another, older Isaac Rippon, and a fourth wife for Capt. William Lawton: This 
is the most complex theory, involving as it does so many "IF's," but it is also one of 
the most likely, since the circumstances it involves could so easily have occurred, in 
view of how very little is known about Capt. William Lawton prior to 1737. There is 

not the first shred of evidence that there was a second Isaac Rippon, nor is there the 
first suggestion that Capt. William Lawton had a fourth wife, but the record of his 

(and the Rippons') early presence in South Carolina is so sketchy and filled with gaps, 
that one cannot help wondering, WHAT IF? (1) Edward Rippon, Isaac's father, had several 
siblings, one of them a brother named Isaac, one of them a sister; (2) Capt. William 
Lawton married this Rippon sister before c. 1734, approximately when he is believed to 
have married Mary Clark; (3) this Rippon wife died young, possibly in childbirth, very 
soon after marrying Capt. William Lawton; (4) Capt. William Lawton remained very close 
to the Rippons, especially to Isaac, Edward's brother, even after the death of this 
theoretical Rippon wife, just as he remained close to the Clarks and the Winborns, after 
the deaths of his wives from those two families. In brief, this theory (or rather, this 
string of theories) would easily account for Isaac Rippon's being Capt. William Lawton's 
"loving brother": An Isaac Rippon, brother of Edward Rippon, could easily have been a 
brother-in-law to Capt. William Lawton. As far-fetched as all this reasoning might be, 
the before-mentioned “age factor" makes this theory of a possible Lawton-Rippon marriage 
well worth considering. Edward Rippon was born c. 1712, according to Mrs. Moore, so he 
was within just a few years of Capt. William Lawton's age. An Isaac Rippon, brother of 
Edward Rippon, would be a perfect explanation to the "loving brother" reference in Capt. 
William Lawton's will. An Isaac Rippon, son of Edward Rippon, makes absolutely not the 
first bit of sense, because of his age in 1757, if nothing else. How likely is it that 
a twenty-three-year-old young man would have been appointed as executor to the wills of 
three men at the same time? Capt. William Lawton, Josiah Lawton, and Edward Rippon all 


appointed Isaac Rippon as one of the executors to their wills, and he seems CO have 
qualified in each case. Again, anything is possible, but was this ordinary in this 
era--for a twenty-three-year-old young man Co have been assigned so much responsibility? 
Perhaps so, but to this writer it would seem much more logical to investigate the possi- 
bility of another, older Isaac Rippon. 

A sister of Capt. William Lawton-——one who married a Rippon, possibly Isaac: As yet, there 
is no evidence that any relatives (or anyone alt all, for that matter) accompanied William 
Lawton to Carolina. It is possible, however, that he might have been accompanied by a 
sister who married a Rippon and died young. Even if such a sister had married a brother 
of Isaac, there could have been an indirect sort of brother-in-law relationship between 
William and Isaac- If this sister had married Isaac, then of course this event would 
account perfectly for the "loving brother" reference in William Lawton's will. 

Capt. William Lawton's mother--a Rippon husband either before or after William's father: 
If such a marriage had occurred, William Lawton could easily have had a half-brother 
named Isaac, and he would provide the most perfect explanation for the entire Lawton— 
Rippon mystery: 

Capt. William Lawton's father--a Rippon wife (or one who had previously been married to 
a Rippon): This is a complex theory which can branch oul into several directions, S®O to 
simplify it, here are two briefly summarized possibilities: (1) William's father married 
first a Rippon, a girl who had a young relative named Isaac Rippon, about the same age 
as William, and the two boys developed a brotherly relationship. (2) William's father 
married second a Rippon widow who had a son named Isaac, who would be William's step- 
brother. 


Whichever (if any) of the foregoing theories turns out to be true, one thing is certain: 
The Rippon connection to Capt. William Lawton could well hold the key to much if not all 
of the mystery surrounding William, and this connection needs to be researched in detail 
when time permits. One last thing: On 04/15/1755, Isaac Rippon,, then twenty-one years 
old,) served with William Hambelton as one of the sureties for William Edings, James 
Cuthbert, William Jenkins, William Lawton, and Paul Hamilton, Trustees for the Presby- 
terian Church at Edisto, in connection with a bond for £473, 3 shillings. How common 
was such a situation during this time, for a boy barely of age to engage in business 
dealings of this importance with a group of much older, prominent adults? It must be 
borne in mind that Isaac's father, Edward Rippon, did not die until 1757, so in 1755 
Isaac would not yet have received his inheritance--unless, of course, he had inherited 
previously, from someone else. The question thus is, what means would Isaac have had 

at the age of twenty-one in 1755, to enable him to co-sign this considerable bond with 
William Hambelton? Would it not be more logical to consider the possibility that this 
Isaac was not Edward's son, but instead, a brother? 
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8 August 89 


Dear Robert, 

I have about an hour between tutoring sessions, so I thought I would use the time to 
answer your letter, which arrived yesterday. 

First, thank you for the compliment on my "'Commentary.' In all, I spent over 100 hours 
on it, so I naturally want it to be as accurate and complete as possible, as we continue our 
research on Capt. William Lawton. If you notice any errors in my research, or can think of 
anything that needs to be added to it, please do not hesitate to let me know. 

As for your question about where Capt. William Lawton lived from c. 1735-1744, when he 
was fathering his first family, I wish I knew. Tommy called last night, and I asked him 
what he thought, and he said that he did not know. Wouldn't you suppose that CWL lived 
with the Clarks for at least a little while after his marriage to Mary? My guess is that 
he would have--either in their home, or perhaps in some sort of temporary dwelling on the 
Clark land. It seems likely to me that William really did not have a great deal of wealth 
until 1744, when he bought the Tilly property--or am I mistaken? If he had had money before 
then, wouldn't he have bought land sooner? So far as I am aware, the only land he ever 
owned was what he possessed at the time of his death. I wonder how much he paid for the 
200 acres from Tilly's estate? Do you know? Also, where did he get the money to buy this 
land? Like you, I am inclined to believe he might have obtained the money from his father-— 
in-law, Thomas Winborn, but it is also possible that Mary Clark had inherited from her 
father, and that this inheritance in turn passed on to William when she died. Since William 
married Mary Winborn shortly after Mary Clark's death, and purchased Tilly's 200 acres in 
the same period, it's possible that his money could have come from either wife--or both. 

I also entertain the possibility that William was a pirate, but that's a can of worms, so 
I will keep this theory on a back burner for the time being. 

I believe your question about William Tilly's estate sale can be answered easily: 
This was the sale of his personal property, not his real estate. Since William bought the 
200 acres of land some two weeks before the estate sale, I am inclined to believe that he 
had some sort of close Tilly connection that enabled him to have an "early advantage" over 


other potential purchasers. Too, there could have been a Lawton-Grimball connection in 
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this purchase of Tilly's property: Remember that William bought this land from (among others) 
Paul Grimball, Mary Stone's husband at that time. I have thus far been unable to establish 

a specific Lawton-Grimball connection for this early period, but there easily could have 

been one. 

Concerning the identities of the people buried in William's plantation cemetery before 
1774, these are the ones that I can think of: (1) Mary Clark, possibly, IF, as Tommy thinks, 
there was an early Lawton-Tilly connection (2) William and Mary Gibbs Tilly--again, IF there 
was that Lawton-Tilly connection (3) Definitely Josiah, William, Jr., Jeremiah, Mary Winborn, 
Thomas Grimball, and Capt. William Lawton (4) Very possibly some as yet unknown children of 
William and all three of his wives--children who died young, and (5) Possibly that other, 
older, "loving brother" Isaac Rippon I have been attempting to research. As for who built 
the wall around the cemetery, and when, the only logical answer I can come up with is that 
Joseph might have had this done before selling the land to Hanahan, to ensure that the 
stipulation in the deed was carried out. If I were going to sell land on which my father 
and "other near kindred" were buried--especially if I were about to move pretty far away-—- 

I would definitely build such a wall in order better to rest assured that my people's graves 
would not be disturbed. Of course, the wall might easily have been built much earlier-- 
when Tilly or William owned the land--but I know of no way to resolve the question. What 

do you think? Question: How do we KNOW that Mary Clark died before April of 1744, and that 
she would not have been buried in this cemetery? All I know is that Winborn Lawton, CWL's 
first child by the second wife, was born in 1745. That's cutting it pretty close, but many 
men with a "young brood" went looking for a new wife within days after the death of a former 
wife, especially if the former wife had died in childbirth, leaving a surviving baby behind. 
I just wish there were some way to find the "missing pages" from that Grimball Journal. Do 
you suppose they might be among those papers Tommy went through in Savannah? 

I am inclined to agree with the late Mrs. Leila Miles that the name RIPPON was spelled 
originally with one "'p," since the place name in England (just a few miles from Snape, by 
the way) is spelled RIPON. While on the Rippons/Ripons, NO--I have not personally looked 
at any of the files at the Society, but Mrs. Moore did, and "found nothing of interest to 
Lawton research," as she put it. Still, these files need to be re-examined, because at the 
time Mrs. Moore was doing her research, my interest in the Rippons was merely casual-—-just 
a vague curiosity about Isaac. Question: Where did you get the data on Edward RIPPIN, the 
immigrant? I have no knowledge of him, and neither does Tommy. Where did he originate? 
This information could be of great help to us, especially if he came from Ripon in England. 
I wish I had asked Mrs. Moore to run off a copy of the Rippon emigration information in 
that source in which she found Thomas Lawton, but the idea did not occur to me at the time. 
Perhaps Price can check on this item for us. In the meantime, you, Mrs. Brownlee, and I 
concur that we MUST resolve the riddle of William's "loving brother Isaac Rippon." 


Mrs. 
Brownlee says that she would go no further until she had the answer to this mystery--and 


she agrees with me completely that there simply HAD to be another, older Isaac. We're just 
going to have to find him--somehow. 

In response to your question about Hannah Rippon, widow, I do not know the name of her 
Rippon husband. The only information I have on a Hannah Rippon is as follows: Hannah, a 
daughter of Abraham Staples, married first John Sealy, and second, Isaac Rippon. Sealy's 
will (witnessed by CWL) was probated 08/31/1741, recorded 10/15/1741, so Hannah married 
Isaac Rippon after this date. Now comes the curiosity: According to your information, 
Hannah Rippon, widow, married on 10/29/1765, someone else, whose name you did not include. 
Now look at the last paragraph on page 15 of my ''Commentary": AN Isaac Rippon witnessed the 
will of Charles Mitchell on 09/01/1786! Is this--or is this not--proof of my theory that 
there were two Isaac Rippons? I shall eagerly await your response. I believe that your 
question might well have resolved the riddle. What do you think? I just hope that I am 
not misreading all this information. My mind becomes scrambled at times, with all of these 
intermarriages among and between families, and so many of the folks' having the same names. 

In response to your comment that you did not note an Isaac Rippon's signature on the 
1716 petition, I would not expect his signature to be there, since I speculate that Isaac 
would have been a child in 1716--as would Capt. William Lawton. The Edward Rippon who 
signed this petition was obviously the father of the Edward Rippon whose will was probated 
on the same day as CWL's and Josiah's wills; this emigrant Edward was also (I think) the 
father of my "older Isaac." How do we unscramble all this? 

Thank you so much for FINALLY resolving the mystery of where Bess obtained that data 
on CWL, his father, and his grandfather! That scrap of paper has been bothering me for 
years. I know that Tommy will be happy to be able to lay that matter to rest. 

As for the matter of CWL's age, I agree completely with you--that we must be flexible, 
in view of the possibility that he could have been as young as 17 or 18 when he signed the 
will of John Sealy. I still think that he was born before 1710, but I will of course be 
eager to accept any evidence to the contrary, should it present itself. 

As promised, I will forward you a copy of Price's report as soon as it arrives. 

It's about time for my next student to arrive for tutoring, so I will close for now. 


Please give my love to Miss Cora, and stay in touch. 


As ever, 
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Dear Tommy, 


Enclosed are the following items: 


i. A brief article on the origin of the Lawton name: Robert Peeples sent this to 
me, and I thought you would find it to be interesting, particularly since it 
traces the name even further back than you and I have ever discussed--to the 
eighth century, some three centuries before the Norman Conquest. Eventually 
I plan to have someone to conduct some extensive research on our name-—next 
summer, perhaps, since this one is all but over. 


2. A brief history of the Church at Lawton in England: Robert also sent this to 
me. I believe he picked this and the above article up while he was in England. 


3. A copy of the Rippon family genealogy: As you know, this also came from Robert. 
I don't recognize the handwriting (Robert writes much smaller, I believe), but 
you can clearly see why I was completely "thrown" for a while by the name of 


Isaac Rippon's "Slapter" wife. It occurs three times in this genealogy, so I 
just knew it had to be correct. 


4. Robert's last two letters to me: The first is an account of his trip to England, 
and I thought you would be interested in hearing about the condition of Lawton 
Hall. The second letter is in response to some material I sent to Robert--the 
information on Thomas Lawton who came to Carolina in 1724, etc. Robert had 
never heard of this Thomas, a fact which surprised me. Anyway, I think Robert 
is right--that Thomas definitely must be traced and either eliminated or "em- 
braced" as Capt. William Lawton's father. 


5. My "Chronology" on Capt. William Lawton: This eventually needs to be re-typed 
and revised (verb tenses, especially), but for now it will have to suffice, as 
I am weary of the thing. Please look over it for accuracy and let me know all 
the errors I made. In proofreading it, I found some twenty or so mistakes, all 
of which I corrected, but there are bound to be others. As soon as I finish 
figuring out this mess with Paul Grimball's two sons by the same name, I will 
send you the last two pages of the chronology--two pages of footnotes. 


As I mentioned to you week before last, I would appreciate your sending a copy of 


the chronology to Robert and Mrs. Brownlee, if it is not asking too much. Mrs. Brownlee's 


first name if Mildred, and her address is: 907 North Harper St./ Laurens, S. C. 29360, 
Robert's address is: 8 Moon Shell Road/ Hilton Head Island, S. CG. 29928. I had wanted 


to send them the chronology two weeks ago, but I kept running into '"Slapters," etc., and 


became delayed. Anyway, thanks for taking care of this for me. 
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This afternoon I plan to call Richard Price one last time, to find out what might 
be holding him up on our report. I have already left two messages with his secretary, 
requesting him to call me, collect, but there has been no response. When (I should say 
IF) our report arrives, we will discuss whether we want him to continue researching for 
us. At the moment, I am not overly impressed with Mr. Price, but we shall see what he 
has to say in his report, before making any final decisions. 

I will wind this up now and get a note off to Robert. I know he is wondering why 
I am taking so long to answer his last two letters. 

Stay in touch, and I will do the same. 


Oh--please return to me a copy of all the enclosures, and again, thanks. 


As ever, 


Deut 


9 August 89 


Dear Robert, 
Without carefully re-reading and analyzing my Rippon information beforehand, I wrote 
to you in response to the latest Rippon information you sent to me. You should by now have 
received this letter, and I am afraid that it contains some errors, which I want to correct. 
As always, your last letter contained so much useful and interesting data that I sent 
it to Tommy so he could run off a copy for his files. He has not yet had time to return the 
letter to me, so I will have to rely on my memory in order to address the items I need to 
ask you about. : 
The first item concerns Mrs. Leila Miles' Rippon information, a copy of which you just 
recently sent to me. Mrs. Brownlee has a copy of this information too, and when I called 
her today, she brought to my attention a significant error: According to Mrs. Miles' infor- 
mation, Isaac Rippon married as his first wife (06/03/1766) Joanna "Slapter" (now known to 
be Staples), widow of John Sealy. If you will refer to Moore's Wills, you will see that 
John Sealy's wife's name was Hannah, not Joanna (Moore, 1740-1760, p. 5). Mrs. Brownlee 
said she thought that Isaac Rippon married not John Sealy's widow, but rather, Joseph Sealy's 
widow--so I checked, and sure enough, there Joseph was, in Moore's Wills (1760-1784, p. 81), 
and his wife's name was Joanna. Joseph's will was probated 09/23/1763, so 06/03/1766 is a 
very logical date for joanne to have married Isaac Rippon. What do you think? 
The next item concerns my theoretical "second Isaac Rippon," and I am afraid that the 
proof I thought I had to verify him has slipped through my fingers, now that Mrs. Brownlee 
has straightened me out on John and Joseph Sealy. What I need to ask you about is a bit of 
information I think was in your last letter--the one Tommy has now. Correct me if my memory 
fails here. What I think I recall your saying is this: Joanna, widow of Isaac Rippon, mar- 
ried in 1765--but you did not name the husband. I do remember referring to this in my 
letter to you--the fact that you did not say whom Joanna married after Isaac's death. You | 
can easily see my specific point of confusion: How could Joanna, Isaac's widow, have married | 
again in 1765, if she and Isaac didn't marry until 06/03/1766? My memory is probably not 
in focus here, so-—-HELP! | 
In the meantime, here are some data from Mrs. Brownlee--none of it to be considered 


"gospel" yet, but definitely to be kept in mind until Mrs. Brownlee can research further 


and send us copies of her sources. 
1. A John Clark was one of the founders of Rhode Island. 


2. William Tilly and his wife Mary seem to have originated in Rhode Island, their 
names appearing among some church records there--the Baptist Church, I believe. 


The Sealys also appear in the Rhode Island picture--all tangled up with the Tillys. 


4. Mrs. Brownlee strongly suspects that there is a stronger Lawton-Sealy-Tilly link 
than we have as yet been able to discover, or imagine. 


So much for now. Remember me to Miss Cora, and stay in touch. 


Warmly, 01 rarn — LL 
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2£lL July 1989 
Dear Paul, . 

Thank you for the cOpies Of the Passenger & Immigration Lists Index; 
stranse that our William Lawton does nOt appear therein. Perusing the 
Lawtons indicates Only two possible ancestors for him: George Of H.I. and 
Thomas of S.C. (assuming the "1329" for Joseph of Md. is a typo for 1829). 

I find it hard to believe that had William descended from George Of R.I. 
there would be no tradition whatsoever of such a New ingland background 

of literally decades, since George was "Admitted an inhabitant of the 
island of Aquidneck in 16358". George's sons leaving sOns were: John, Georrs:e 
and Robert. Their sOns were: GeOrges; George, Kobert é¢ Job; George & Kebert. 
Wary a Thomas Or William in the first three generations! 

Of course, there was a Thomas Lawton who settled in Portsmouth, KI 1638, 
some 2OOO Of whose descendants had been traced by 1942. Charles Kdward Banks! 
Topographical Dictionary of Inplish limigrants and the Cranfield Parish ker. 
claim this Thomas came from Cranfield Parish, Bedfordshire, althoush William 
A. Crozier and John Matthews in their works on amorial families claim that 














Shire family. Hueh Lunus. ~orr 
Thomas descended from the Church Lawton, Cheshire family. Hush Lupus, “orman 
“al of Chester distributed most of Cheshire to his To Tlowers, founding the 


Avveyv of St. Werburgh at Chester 1095 which he endowed with the township cr 
Lawton of about 2% square miles. Apparently King John gave about half of the 
tovmshin to Adam of Lawton. 

The Cranfield Parish Fes. shows George Lawton m. 13 Fov 1606 Tsbell Smith 
and their sons: Georre bap. 235 Sep 1607, Thomas bap. 17 Apr 1614. This Thomas 
m. 29 Mav 164509 ItLizabeth Salsburie. Portsmouth recoOrds prove George ¢ Thomas 
were brethers; “‘teorrme siened his name, Thomas used onlv a "T" as his mark. 
Aone Thomas! sos were: Daniel & Isaac. Danielts will 26 J’eb 1719 named 


sons: Benjamin, Joseph, Daniel, Jeremiah, Adam « Jonathan and frandson 
"TLL 1Liom Lawton, so of m: son Thomas Deceased. “ and on, none seems to bo 
Our William. rs is the “vanishen Wi lham* noted we in my * Chrono/lo 


As for Thomas Lawton , sentenced Jan 1724, transported in Feb. aboard thie 
ship Anne to Carolina, is it possible to conta ct the 1974 author/compiler, 
Peter Wilson Coldham ref. VOoL.I, Mi:idlesex 1617-1775 for further informaticn 
about seid Thomas? Ho stone should be unturned. JZ egree. 

IT enclose some kipon/Jenkins notes from my files. Isaac kipon b. 1734; 
his parents m. 1750, so his sisters were all too youn; to have married Capt. 
William Lawton. Anyhow, they married Otherwise, as show. Isaac's two vwiveag-: 
Joanna Slapter and ifirs. Ann (Delabare) Iihodes, both strangely unrelated to 
iid: gto Island families! 

William Maxwell, named as friend and Ixecutor of Capt. Wm'ts 1757 will, 
ity 1759 owed 200 Ropes on kdisto which had been repjistored by William 
Sams, Sr. 25 Apr 1733. I have studied the Jeremiah Clark family but clearly 
a Kipon does not appear therein. What about the family ofr Thomas Winbory 

Wadmalaw? Even so, I cannot see how [Isaac Ripon could be Williamts 
Posetaae™, Sorry to see that Isaac's wife Joanna Slapter was widow of FO 
seaiy; that Sealy family was always pours stuvborn non-conformist S, ate, 

over = 









AD es 
ub Isaac did better with his second marriage since frm was widow of John 
ihodes (father or son, I don't know except that neither scems possible; 
JOln Rhodes (1747-1827) was only a widower after Oct. 1811 death of his 
wife ilarvy Talbird khodes.) Possibly the William Rhodes who arrived before 
1572 left a son John but he certainly does not belong to the Ithodes family 
to which we are related, as the above chronolosy indicates. If Mabel “Iebber 
and it.A."ead couldn't say how Isaac Ripon was "brother" to Yim. Lawton, and 
Caroline ioore mave up on same, it's soins to take SOME dissing t% find the 
answer (which may or mav not turn out to be important). We have ene cousin 
who does monealory by »rayer and claims to have received several Answers. 
Shall we enlist her help? Why not? 

imelosed is a new brochure from this Society. Please help me sisn up a 
row new members. The Society is actually doing quite nicely but ib should 
have at least 1000 members instead Of 459. Many thanks for whatever you 
can do. (Tommy Lawton is No. 411.) 

lliss Cora joins me in sending you Our lOve and best wishes. 


Maithfully, 


t+ ) 
\ Ns 7 on af 


8 Moon Shell koad 
Hilton Head Island, SC 29928 
© July 1989 
Dear Paul, 

Ve displayed the pictures you sent'at the Reunion 16/17 June; although 
some 75 folks attended, they all appeared to be sOmewhat younger than I, 
all seeking rather than possessing knowledge of their heritage. Because 
of the Kev. Pierre Robert Memorial Unveilin-s Exercises at St. James Santee 
On the 17th, we had nearly 20 Robert descendants who have no Lawton blood. 
Tom's speech on Capt. Wm. Lawton recapped all that we know about him to 
date. No definitive action was taken On my proposal that we place a marker 
for him in the Lawton-Seabrook Cemetery On Steamboat Landing Road On hdisto 
but I think we can push that through now that we have the Kobert Memorial 
Bronze safely in place. It was a preat affair, the historic building filled 
with Robert descendants (plus about 10 folks from Society Of First Families). 
Chaplain Cliveros conducted a Service Of Evening Prayer according to the 
17th Century French Liturgy, then I presided, introducing, Tom Lawton who 
cave a summarv Of Pasteur Robert's Life and work. All children present 
under 12 of kobert descent did the unveiling and then we took an Offering 
for the Rev. Pierre Robert Memorial Fund; we had $330 left after paying 
for the Bronze and I added another %100; I haven't heard yet what the f'inal. 
total reached but trust it is sufficient to warrant its being a permanent 
fund with only the income used for buildings maintenance, as we asked. 

The following Monday 55 Lawton descendants left USA for Londen whence 
we settled it at Canterbury for 35 days, having lunch with Alistair ¢: Jris 
Lawton at Wallets Hall between DOver and Deal. He has failed phvsically 
but was able tO present an account Of the Lawton Hall family and to apoloprize 
for the condition Of the Hall which he arran:ed for his son JOhn to show 
us the following Saturday when we got to Sheshire. Miss Cora was dispsusted 
that neither he nor John have made any effort to shovel Out the debris let't 
when the Lawton Hall School was closed down more than 5 yrs ago; books and 
rotting furniture, everything falling apart and deteriorating rapidly were 
what greeted us. The view from the beyond the 9-acre lake (created by 
damning a small stream) is still impressive but Obscures the sad fact that 
Lawton Hall is now ruined. Even the National Trust won't touch it. The 
sarazes, etc. built by the Army during WWII are rented out but apparently 
Alistair uses that for his personal incoOme and does nothing about upkeep 
of the property, all Overgrown and ruinous, while he lives 250 mi. away in 
Deal, Kent, still the "Squire". I suspect that when JOhn inherits he will 
sell the entire 400 acres and continue his skiing in Switzerland. He ®& his 
wife (no children) Live and work in London. 

Just as I suggested to you earlier, it is clear that Lawton is Saxon 
with no roots whatsOever in Normandy. The Bleeding Wolf story explains the 
rise of Lawton from Obscurity to the landed gentry during the reign of 
John (1199-1216). Alistair told us that Henry VIII sold 25,000 acres to 
the Lawton durin: the disposition Of monastic lands. Alas, several Of the 
Squires were inveterate gamblers according, to what contemporary parishcners 
told me. Anyhow, the parish celebrated Lawton Heritage Weekend for us with 
a fate in Lawton Memorial Hall Sat.PM, an elaborate buffet and entertainment 
featuring, dancing, singing, bell ringing, skits, etc. with 1 or 2 of us 
Americans at each table. Sunday Service in Church Lawton was what we'd call 
a "seneral protestant service", all modern music (piano, guitars, flute), 
no Creed, nothing familiar except for the Lord's Praver. There was a Parish 
Queen On the frent pew with an elaborate Court in costumes, maid Of honor 
f, pages. The walls were cOvered with hatchments, all bearin’ the Lawton arms 
halved with those Of their wives (several were heiresses). ParishoOners thon 
took us to their homes for Sunday Dinner (Miss Cora *: I went with the Parish 
Treasurer & she had 1O neighbors in for a Sherry keception before dinner; 
she lives in Lawton Gate (a housing estate, as they call it). 

wnough for now. Miss Cora and I send our love and best wishes. 


doilayatty > 
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The Legend Of The Bleeding Wolf 


This is the story of the Blecding Wolf. The story tells of 
what happened at this spot more than seven hundred pears ago 
Glen John fas Ring of Tngland. 


@ne day, John fas hunting in the great forest which 
covered most of the Cheshire Plain, giving shelter to mild 
boar, folves and deer. During the chase, John lost his 
companions. As he fas riding slofly along one of the deer 
paths, x great folf sprang from the undergrofth full at the 
rider. Che horse fas startled and reared high, throfing the 
Ring to the ground. Che frightened horse bolted through the 
trees. The foolf turned on the fallen Ring, but a nearby keeper, 
hearing the scuffle, hab run tofards the sounds. Seeing the 
fuolf about to attack he dref his hunting knife, thre himself at 
the beast and plunged it into the snarling throat. Jt was a 
mortal blof, and the savage creature toppled over, blood 
streaming from the gaping Mound. Whe Ring scrambled to his 
feet, badly shaken no doubt, but unhurt. The forester, 
recognising the Ring, fell to one knee but fas ordered to rise. 
John: Chou art a brave man keeper. But for thee, you great 
beast foould have torn the life out o’ me. That is thy 
name, good fellof? 

Reeper: Latston, Sire. 

John: Well, Dafoton, thou hast saved my life, the life of the 
Ming of Lngland, «a goodly reward shall be thine. 
HSeest yonder bleeding wolf? Take that as thy starting 
point, and all the land that thou canst alk over in one 
fueek shall be thine to hold and to keep. THoreover, the 
head of the foolf shall be on thy crest. Ohy decd fill go 
dofin in History. 

And so it did. Dafton took the Ring at his ord, covered as 
much ground as he could and took possession, thus founding 
his ofon estate. Wo commemorate the incident Datton had 
built, on the spot fohere the foolf lay bleeding, an inn, Ghich 
fas aptly named “Che Inn of the Bleeding Wolf”. 


Thus an incident Mhich may have altered the course of 
History and ended an unpopular reign fous the means of 
establishing a popular house 


"The Bleeding Wolf”. 








15 August 89 


Dear Robert, 

Your latest letter just arrived, but before responding to the particulars in it, I 
want to explain how to use the little typewriter "correcto-slips" I sent to you last week. 
I think I know what you did wrong--the same thing I did the first time I tried to use one: 
You used more than one! You see, the "slip" I sent to you was actually a number of slips-—- 
about ten, I believe. They stick together, so check yours out. They peel apart from the 
yellow end. Once you have peeled one from the rest, hold it in your right hand by the 
yellow tip, making sure the yellow print on the slip is facing you. (I am taping one to 
the top of this page to indicate what I mean.) Now--go to your typewriter and type any- 
thing, the word "ancestor,'' say. Now back up to the first letter, insert the slip over 
the word, and slowly type each letter over the slip. Each letter will "lift off" and you 
then back up and type whatever word you meant to usSe--or correct a misspelled word. The 
great thing about these little slips is that they completely remove all typos, rather than 
"chalk them over," as that other type of white slip does. Let me know how my instructions 
work. Believe me: Once you have used one of these clear slips, you will wonder what you 
ever did without them. 

Well, our report from Price was due today, but it did not arrive. Needless to say, I 
am rather annoyed, since this report was due to begin with in June! When I called Price to 
find out what was causing the delay (the first of July, I think), he explained that he had 
run into a few problems, but promised to have everything in our hands no later than August 
15. As promised, though, I will send you a copy of this research the minute it arrives. 

I am eagerly awaiting also the arrival of a "bundle" of material from Mrs. Brownlee. 
(I did tell you, didn't I, that she is more or less serving as an advisor-—coérdinator for 
us in this research? Anyway, she is, and is of course proving to be most helpful.) In 
some of her material from New England sources, she has located what might prove to be some 
very interesting and useful information: Some Tillys, Lawtons, Clarks, Screvens, and others 
all "tangled up" in New Jersey and Rhode Island. One Tilly is a William, with a wife Mary; 
one Clark is a Jeremiah; the Screven is a Rev. William; the Lawtons are not yet in "focus"; 
but the Tilly and the Screven seem to have ended up in Charleston. Of course, all of this 
might pan out to nothing, but we shall see. As soon as this material arrives, I will send 
you copies of everything. The only source I recall right now is a man by the last name of 
Edwards--Morgan, is it? Anyway, we shall soon know. 

Like you, I am still wondering where CWL and Mary Clark lived from c. 1735-44, and 1 
am at a loss for anything more than a speculation: Unless he owned land that we do not yet 
know about--prior to the land that he purchased from Tilly's executors, I mean--I have no 


choice but to believe that he must have lived with the Clarks--either in their home or on 


their land. What else would make sense? King Maner's parents lived with my great~grand- 


parents, Maner Soule and Sarah Adelaide Sams Lawton, for several years. Adelaide and King 


in fact were born in the house I lived in (in my bedroom, moreover) while I was at Garnett. 
The Maner house "across the way'' was not completed until late 1905, when King was about six 
months old. Anyway, that's what I "reckon" must have been the case with CWL and Mary Clark: 
Home Sweet Home until a home of their own. 

You are probably right in saying that CWL was not a pirate or anything else so "nefar- 
ious,'' but the man did seem to have money that no one can adequately account for--unless, 
as I have recently begun to suspect, he acquired the major portion of it from Mary, widow 
of Paul Grimball. I won't go into "all that'' right now, except to say what you already 
know: My ancestress or not, I do not even just one little bit have good "vibes" about Mary 
Stone-Grimball—-Lawton-Fickling. I cannot for the life of me put my finger on exactly what 
it is that I do not like about her, but there is (to me) something simply WEIRD about that 
woman. Like you, Tommy thinks I am reading between the lines something that really isn't 
"there,"' and perhaps I am....and perhaps I am not. But enough about her. 

Question: What is the source of your statement (which I have read elsewhere, too) that 
"CWL bought Tilly's land the same day that Tilly died"? Leah Townsend (as I recall) cites 
14/15 April 1744 as the date of Tilly's death, but does not indicate her source. My only 
reason for nitpicking here is this: If CWL was indeed able to purchase Tilly's land on the 
same day that Tilly died, I cannot help suspecting that there was some STRONG Lawton-Tilly 
connection. When Dad died, I most certainly would not have sold--or otherwise disposed of-- 
anything that had belonged to him to anyone, unless that person had been close family, par- 
ticularly on the same day that he died. Perhaps again I am reading between the lines some- 
thing that is not "there," but in case not, what are you thoughts? I reason thus: If CWL 
was allowed to buy Tilly's land before the man was even buried, then it is obvious to me 
that CWL was somehow all but (if not in fact) entitled to the land. I know that all this 
is not music to your ears, since the possibility that CWL's mother might have been a Tilly 
or a Sealy makes you "nervous," but for what it is worth (in case you do not already know), 
I think that that is exactly what Tommy believes; though he has not really said so, in so 
many words. Many times Tommy has told me two things which lead me to think he suspects 
what I just said--that CWL's mother might have been either a Tilly or a Sealy: (1) Tilly 
and his wife are buried (Tommy thinks) with CWL and his family in that plantation cemetery 
(2) CWL named Joseph for Joseph Sealy--or so Tommy strongly and always has suspected. As 
yet, I cannot quite grasp these possibilities from Tommy's point of view, but then there is 
Mrs. Brownlee, and I follow her reasoning very clearly, and at this point she seems to be 
leaning in Tommy's direction, insofar as the strength of Tommy's suspicions are concerned. 
Mrs. Brownlee has not yet committed herself to any specific theories, beyond saying that 
there is much more to the Lawton-Sealy-Tilly connections than has heretofore been realized. 
Like me, she is more intent on the "loving brother Isaac Rippon" than on anything else, but 


she tells me that sooner or later the Tillys and Sealys are going to enter the picture--in 


a very predominant manner. So.... 





If this summer were not practically over (school recommences next Wednesday, after 
which date I will have little time for correspondence and research), I would write, as 
you suggested, Mrs. Leila Miles' daughter in Mt. Pleasant, and ask for assistance with 
the Rippons, specifically for information on Isaac. I am particularly interested in the 
c. 1734 year of birth for Isaac, which Mrs. Moore and Mrs. Miles both found somewhere-- 
in what source I do not know. Maybe I will be able to investigate this item later on, 
after things are "in motion" at school, and I have time for a "breather.'"' Until then, I 
will simply have to begin lining things up on my "back burner." I will, however, follow. 
up on this lead as soon as I can, and I appreciate your mentioning this contact to me. 

I am truly sorry about my own confusion concerning Hannah Rippon. Remember, though, 
that I wrote you about her without your letter to refer to (Tommy still had it), and my 
mind was literally swirling with "stuff." You should by now have received my other letter, 
which I wrote to you after Tommy had returned your first letter. (Is my explanation here 
getting better, or worse?) ANYWAY--you did provide the information and documentation I 
needed, and I apologize for being so scatterbrained. 

If you think that it's strange that Hannah and Joshua were in St. Philip's Church, 
where their marriage is recorded, just wait until Tommy sends you a copy of the letter I 
wrote to him several days ago! (If he forgets to send you this letter, please let me 
know, and I will remind him.) I will not attempt to go into detail here about it, but 
one night I read (for the third time) my copy of St. Helena's Register (Vol. XXIII, 1922, 
I believe), transcribed by Miss Webber. Among others, guess who was in it? John Sealy 
and Joseph Sealy--clearly the same ones associated with CWL and Isaac Rippons. Tommy was 
at a loss for an explanation, and I asked him to send you a copy of the information, to 
see what you might have to say about it. Again, let me know if Tommy forgets. 

Correction from Mrs. Brownlee, which I confirmed: Hannah Rippon was NOT the widow of 
JOHN Sealy, as we at first thought; she was the widow of JOSEPH Sealy--a fact that Tommy 
said made more sense to him anyway, since it reinforced his belief that CWL named Joseph 
for Joseph Sealy. I'm still attempting to figure that one out, but no luck. In the mean- 
time, you can check Moore's Wills to confirm Mrs. Brownlee's discovery. 

Many thanks for the group picture of the Lawtons in Lawton. Am I mistaken, or are 


those children kneeling in the foreground? Y'all went to England, on a genealogical quest, 


with a "kindle" of kids?! How brave--and astounding! I am in awe of your patience and 


stamina! 

After school begins again, my correspondence will be "pretty po,'' as King used to Say, 
so please understand and be patient. I will be in touch as often as time permits, and you 
please do the same. 


As always, give Miss Cora my love, and be well, both of you. 


% 
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; Pobert— | November 23, 1998 
Dear Tommy, This 1S past YL. hz, = Se. 


Do you remember when I mentioned to you the other day a William Lawton 
from New England who had a Mott connection, and at one time seemed to me to 
be a possible candidate for our CWL? Well, it took me a while to run down 
my information on this William, but I finally found it, and here is what I 
wrote down on him--all of it from Tony Fusco's Lawton Issue, Vol. 1, #1, p. 
10% 


In this booklet there is a record of a Sarah Lawton (born 1679, died 
before 11/15/1733), daughter of Daniel Lawton (born about 1645, died 
06/28/1719) and Rebecca Mott (born in Sept. of 1648, died before 1719). 
This Sarah Lawton married a Lawrence Clark. Both families had for at 


least three generations been inhabitants of Portsmouth, RI. Sarah had 
a brother named Thomas Lawton (born 03/01/1666, died before 1719) who 
had a son William Lawton (no date of birth or death given). William 


Lawton on 09/05/1712 sold to a man named Jacob Mott a tract of land 
which he had inherited from his great-grandmother, Mary Mott (no dates). 
William then seems to "vanish" from the Portsmouth, RI family scene-- 

Or at least he does not appear again in the Lawton genealogy. Although 
no dates are available for him, I assume that he was at least 21 years 
of age when he sold his land in 1712, thus born about 1691. Although 
1691 is a bit too early (or is it?) for him to be considered a candi- 
date for CWL, we may need to "check him out" just to be sure, when time 
permits. 


We never did follow up on this William Lawton, so do you think we need 
to do so now--and if so, how? I will do all the correspondence, etc., if you 
tell me whom to contact. 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter that I received today from Robert, as well 
as a 1938 record he sent to me that probably is of little, if any, value. 

On another William Lawton, different generation, did William Henry and 
Catharine Maner Lawton have two sons named William Henry who both died young? 
I should have known about this before, but for some reason I obviously didn't 
do my homework very thoroughly until last night, when I was going through some 
photos I took this summer at Bostick Cemetery. 

Apparently, the first William Henry was born in about August of 1798 and 
died 07/18/1799, at the age of 11 months. He is buried with three of his 
Siblings, who also died young, one of them Catherine A. Lawton, who died in 
1810, I think, but the stone is difficult to read in the photo. 

The second William Henry died 09/03/1817, but there is no date of birth 
on his stone. 

I will type all of this up and send it to you sometime this week. Right 
now I must close and grade a set of essays--and I would rather take a beating 
than do so. 

Take care, and stay in touch. 


Jf /2 3 Vikeg GS 
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